
 
 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

Once again this year hurricanes have lashed 
out at the US coast.  Recovery from the devas-
tation wreaked by these powerful storms will 
take years.  The power and energy that such 
storms carry and unleash on anything in their 
path is horrific.  To experience standing at the 
center, at the eye, of such a storm would no 
doubt be terrifying—surrounded by what is 
known as the “eye wall,” one would only see 
the most violent part of the storm, a complete 
ring of thunderstorms containing the strongest 
winds of the hurricane.  
 

The human body simply is not built to with-
stand such forces and would certainly perish if 
left unprotected.  Human flesh is no match for 
hurricane force winds. 
 

The Apostle Paul writes about another kind of 
storm for which human flesh is no match.  Here 
is his description of his flesh meeting up 
against this storm: 
 

I do not understand my own actions. For I do 
not do what I want, but I do the very thing I 
hate. Now if I do what I do not want, I agree 
with the law, that it is good. So now it is no 
longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within me. 
For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that 
is, in my flesh. For I have the desire to do what 
is right, but not the ability to carry it out. For I 
do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not 
want is what I keep on doing.  Now if I do what 
I do not want, it is no longer I who do it, but sin 
that dwells within me.  So I find it to be a law 
that when I want to do right, evil lies close at 
hand.  For I delight in the law of God, in my in-
ner being, but I see in my members another 
law waging war against the law of my mind and 
making me captive to the law of sin that dwells 
in my members. Wretched man that I am! Who 
will deliver me from this body of death?  

Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! 
So then, I myself serve the law of God with my 
mind, but with my flesh I serve the law of sin. 
(Romans 7:15-25)   
 
Scholars have debated whether Paul is speaking 
of himself here before or after his conversion.  
Those who believe that some kind of super power 
is given to our human flesh when we are brought 
to faith in Christ hold to the view that Paul is 
speaking of himself before his conversion.  Those 
who rightly understand that nothing good dwells in 
our sinful human flesh, ever, realize that Paul is 
talking about the on-going struggle the believer en-
counters between his fleshly desires and the new 
creation he has become in Christ. 
 

Paul is the “I” at the center of this storm.  So are 
you.  Facing the storm of sin in our lives we join 
Paul in crying out in despair—“Who will deliver me 
from this body of death?”  Our flesh is no match for 
the storm of sin.  We need a shelter if we are to 
survive. 
 

That shelter has come for us.  That shelter has 
come in the flesh of Christ Jesus.  His flesh, which 
appeared to be no match for the storm when it 
hung on the cross, is now our shelter.  Jesus ab-
sorbed the full impact of the storm into Himself.  
And He continues to shelter us from the storm.  
You entered into His shelter through the waters of 
Holy Baptism.  Now you are protected by the solid 
walls of absolution, the Gospel, and the Lord’s 
Supper.  The storm of sin cannot prevail against 
these walls, because they stand firm on the foun-
dation of Jesus Christ.  The “I” in the storm is you, 
but you need not fear, because you are safe in the 
shelter of Christ’s Church.  In the name of Jesus.  
Amen. 
 
Pastor Licht 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

He is risen!  He is risen indeed!  
Alleluia! 
 
Recently there have been many earthquakes re-
ported in the news around the world.  Most notably 
two were quite devastating in their destruction and 
casualties:  Haiti and Chile.  There is power beyond 
comprehension when the earth’s crust moves.  So 
powerful was the earthquake in Chile that the 
earth’s axis shifted and the earth’s circumference 
actually shrunk.  That is a massive release of energy 
that can cause the whole earth to shake and change!  
One could say that the earth will never be the same 
again.  We are actually losing fractions of a second 
to our 24 hour day.  Even time has changed! 
 
There was another earthquake that happened nearly 
2000 years ago in the Middle East that shook the 
earth to its foundation.  No seismograph could 
measure the force or intensity of this massive quake, 
however the epicenter was the empty tomb of Jesus 
Christ.  St. Matthew recorded the details for us in 
his Gospel: Now after the Sabbath, toward the 
dawn of the first day of the week, Mary Magda-
lene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 
And behold, there was a great earthquake, for an 
angel of the Lord descended from heaven and 
came and rolled back the stone and sat on it.  
(Matthew 28:1-2 ESV)   
 
All other earthquakes result in death, but this earth-
quake was a result of life – the life of Jesus the Son 
of God rising from the dead after suffering and dy-
ing for our sin on the cross.  So massive was this 
earthquake that time has now been changed into 
eternity for those who believe in Christ.  The earth 
is not the same either.  The tectonic shift that oc-

curred at Jesus’ resurrection was not two separate 
geological plates grinding against each other, but 
the new world coming forth from the old – Jesus 
being the first of many who will rise from the dead.  
As such, this earthquake far surpasses all other 
earthquakes in seismic proportions.   
 
The earthquake of Jesus’ resurrection continues to 
reverberate with aftershocks that rumble into our 
own time and place.  Every baptism is a theological 
earthquake with the epicenter being the font.  
Every person baptized is seized from death to life, 
from the kingdom of Satan to the Kingdom of 
Heaven.  The power released in the water and the 
Word shakes so deep that hell quakes.   
 
One day soon there will be one last great earth-
quake – that of our own resurrection!   Every rum-
ble under our feet reminds us that Jesus Christ is 
risen from the dead and so will we. For if we have 
been united with him in a death like his, we 
shall certainly be united with him in a resurrec-
tion like his.  (Romans 6:5 ESV)  Blessed be the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! Ac-
cording to his great mercy, he has caused us to 
be born again to a living hope through the res-
urrection of Jesus Christ from the dead (1 Peter 
1:3 ESV).   
 
Jesus is risen from the dead…He is risen for you! 
Pastor Anthony 

��.����/��'�������
����0�



�������� � � 	 � � � 
 � � � � � � 
 � � � � � �

 

Mission in Mercy Monthly Activity Report – March 20 10 
 

Measurable Objectives:                           2010 Goals                              YTD 
Critical Events  (Gospel Sharing)                 250                                        95 
Individuals in Bible Study                              6                                          16 
Attend Worship                                           12-24                                        4 
Individuals Helped                                       110                                        80 
Other (Hispanic/ESL)                                     10                                          3 

 
Outpost Operations:  
Outpost operation is Monday thru Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. In addition we conduct English as Second Language 
(ESL) classes on Tuesday and Thursday nights from 630 pm to 8 pm.  We provide space for Alcoholic Anonymous 
(AA) meetings on Monday nights at 530 pm, Wednesdays at 530 pm, and Friday mornings at 8 am, and Narcotics 
Anonymous (NA) meetings on Saturdays at noon.  We hold Bible Studies at 430 pm on Wednesday prior to the AA 
meeting.  We recently started serving soup and sandwiches at the Bible Study prior to the AA meeting. This has been 
well attended with up to 16 people coming to eat and visit with us.  Alanon has also requested use our facility on 
Thursdays at 530 pm beginning in April. 
 

Total hours of operation per week averaged around 53 hours. Twenty people (from St. Paul, Peace, and Zion-
Manning) manned the Outpost Monday thru Friday during the day and part of Saturday; 2 taught ESL Classes at 
night; 4 provided baked goods; 3 provided facility support.   
 

We provided assistance in several forms to numerous people by meeting their various human care needs. Also, the 
greatest service we provided is that of ourselves by being friends to people in difficult circumstances and “sharing the 
One Thing needful” with them.  We are steadily meeting and helping more and more people physically, emotionally, 
and spiritually. 
 

Facility Improvements:   
Bruce Warnke, Jerry Frehse, and Larry Bayless have made significant improvements to the outpost facility to include 
the making of a kitchenette, private office space, and hot-water heater and other bathroom fixes.  All work and sup-
plies were donated. 
 

You Are Invited:  Looking for something to do?  Come and see us at the outpost.  It is always enjoyable to have a cup 
of coffee together and chat. We’ll be glad show you around and tell you what we are doing. 
 

Christ be praised for His mercy! 
 
 
 
 

Mission in Mercy Outpost, 225 4th St.—Thomas Plaza 
Phone: 775-2262 
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Registration for Little Lamb 

Preschool 
for the 2010-2011 school year has begun.  

Students must be 3 by 
                  September 15, 2010,  

                      and potty trained. 
Three-year-old classes are Tuesday & Thursday, 

8 a.m.—11 a.m.  Tuition is $60 per month. 
Four & Five-year-old classes are 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 
From 8 a.m.—11 a.m.  Tuition is free. 

A $15 Registration Fee must accompany all  
Registration forms and are available on the 

Preschool bulletin board. 
If you have any questions, contact 
Durene Eisenbacher at 792-9455. 

Notes & News 
 

Easter Egg Hunt, this coming Saturday, 
March 27, 9:30-10:30 a.m.in the church 
fellowship hall for all children through 2nd 
grade. Parents are asked to stay with their 
children. 

���� ��� ��
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Prayer Vigil:  We will have a Prayer Vigil on Good 
Friday, April 2, from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. in the 
lower level of the East Wing. A sign-up 
sheet is in the Narthex to select your 30-
minute time slot to be a part of this Prayer 
Vigil. Thank you to Lola Peterson for taking 
care of this and setting up the Prayer Room. 
 

���� ��� ��
 

Men’s Christian Table Talk will meet Saturday, April 
10, from 8:30 to 10:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall of the 
church. Free breakfast and fellowship.  St. Paul men and 
sons welcome. 

���� ��� ��
�

Quarterly Voters Meeting 
Sunday, April 11—1:30 p.m. 
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Teacher Appreciation is Sunday, April 25. 
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ST. PAUL LUTHERAN WOMEN’S GUILD   
1/1/10 – 3/15/10 

                                                                                                PLUS             MINUS 
                                                    BROT FWD                   INCOME          EXPENSE               BALANCE 
Parish Nurse                                        $ 0.00                            $  0.00                 $ 0.00                          $0.00 
Lydia Circle                                         35.39                              23.00                  45.00                          22.39 
Rachel Circle                                       30.00                              23.35                    0.00                          53.35 
Mites                                                      0.00                              94.35                  92.35                            2.00 
Coins For Christ/Mites                          0.00                                0.00                    0.00                            0.00 
Quarterlies                                             0.00                                0.00                    0.00                            0.00 
Social Ministry                                  124.28                                0.00                    0.00                        124.28 
Gifts of the Heart                               650.00                              50.00                650.00                          50.00 
New Christmas Decorations                  0.00                            150.00                    0.00                        150.00 
 
TOTAL RESERVES                   $  839.67                     $     349.70              $787.35                      $402.02 
General Fund                                    448.58                             349.50                  95.00                        703.08 

TOTAL CASH FUNDS            $  1,288.25                         $ 699.20              $882.35                   $1,105.10 

��

Lutheran World Relief Challenge 
 

The Lutheran Women’s Guild challenges the mem-
bers of St. Paul to help collect enough items to make 
50 Health Kits for LWR.  Items Needed: wide-tooth 
combs; nail clippers with file; washcloths; hand tow-
els; bars of soap.  Thanks to Della Peters and Dr. 
Halbur, 50 toothbrushes were donated to our chal-
lenge.  
 

So far we have collected 74 washcloths, 83 hand 
towels, 67 bars of soap, 62 combs and 48 nail clip-
pers. A box is in the Narthex for items.  

Quarterly Potluck &  
General Meeting 

Thursday, April 8, 6:30 p.m. 
(one week later because of Holy Week) 

Hosted by Lydia Circle. 
Bring your own table service and a dish to share. 

Health Kits will be assembled 
during the evening. 

Carroll Zone Spring Rally 
Sunday, April 18, 1:30 p.m. 

Zion Lutheran Church, Arcadia 
Speaker: Beverly Branning on 

her trip to Nigeria 
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APRIL BIRTHDAYS 
 
4-1       Hunter Harmening 
4-1       Serenity Richards 
4-3       Kara Brinker 
4-3       Lew Orcutt      
4-4       James Warnke   
4-5       Brayton Meyer 
4-5       Dale Schmidt       
4-5       Sarah Riesberg 
4-5       Brittany Throckmorton  
4-5       Jordan White       
4-6       Darrell Sunderman  
4-7       Pat Beck            
4-8       Casey Howard 
4-9       Adam Grimsman      
4-9       Jeremy Grimsman    
4-10     Jean Fleshner        
4-11     Joanne Becker     
4-12     Roxanne Richardson 
4-13     Bonnie Berns     
4-13     Becky Toft        
4-15     Beth Huebner-Starman 
4-15     Heather Schwarte    
4-17     Kandi Millard     
4-17     Dan Sander        
4-18     Larry Beckman     
4-18     Jenna Watson     
4-19     Darlene Warnke 
4-20     Brenda Janning   
4-22     Ray Brownlee    
4-22     Linn Essing 
4-22     Jonathan Lower 
4-22     Ed Puck                    
4-24     Ed Petersen        
4-25     Michaela Mohr   
4-26     Wilbert Lussman    
4-27     Noah Dryden     
4-27     Sharon Gottsch    
4-28     Ted Krogh         
4-28     Cal Peterson     
4-30     Lois Buck          
 

 
 
 
 

              
               APRIL 
             WEDDING 
     ANNIVERSARIES 

 
 

4-6        Steve & Janet Wess                                      
4-11      Bruce & Darlene Warnke 
4-15      Kevin & Traci Batcher 
4-16  Ray & Birdie Berndt–71 yrs. 
4-17  Max & Leona Sherwood– 

      61 yrs. 
4-24  Harvey & Jean Fleshner– 

     67 yrs. 
4-24      Jeff & Sue Marquardt 
4-25      Eric & Janel Niceswanger 
4-27      Derwin & Sharon Gottsch 
4-28      Jeff & Kim Charlton 
4-28      Tom & Shery Reiter 
 

Please call the church office at 792-
4354 if any of the above information is 
incorrect or if your birthday or anni-
versary is omitted.  Thanks 
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OFFICIAL ACTS 
 

Baptism 
Brittany Lyn Tornow, infant daughter 
of Keith & Jennifer Tornow 
 

Death 
Lois Rungee 
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FEBRUARY ATTENDANCE 
 

               Saturday   Sunday     Total 
2/7                 65            80           163 
     (60 attended private baptism) 
2/14               49           104          153 
2/21               80           131          211 
2/28               78           122          200 
Avg.              68           114          182 
 
Sunday School Avg.: 31 
High School Bible Class: 5 
Adult Bible Class Avg.: 27 
Total Communed: 551��� �
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TREASURER’S REPORT 

February 2010 
 

Budget & Non-Budget Figures 
Bal. on Hand 1/31/10                $ 9,084.54 
Total Feb. Receipts                    22,097.35 
Total Feb. Disbursements          23,162.99 
Paid on Loan                                7,000.00 
Bal. on Hand 2/28/10                $ 1,018.90 
 
 

Actual Budget Figures for February 
Needed each month for Budget  $23,191.42 
Actual Feb. Budget Rects          $20,878.35 
Receipts short for Budget           $ 2,313.07 
Actual Feb. Budget Disbur.       $21,768.19        
Shortage for February                   $  889.84 
 
Actual Budget Figures Year to Date 
Needed ea. Month Y-T-D          $46,382.83 
Actual Budg.Rcts Y-T-D             45,226.24 
Shortage for Budg. Y-T-D             1,156.59 
Actual Budg Disb Y-T-D             42,483.20 
Overage for Budget Y-T-D            2,743.04 
 
Scholarship Fund Loan           $10,000.00 
Paid on Loan                                  7,000.00 
Balance on Loan                         $ 3,000.00 
Interest Paid on Loan                   $200.80 
 
African Missions/International Stu-
dents/Hispanic Ministry/LBT  
Total Needed for 2010               $9,000.00 
Received by 3/14/10                     1,640.00 
 
 

 

Christian Fiction Book Club will 
meet on Sunday, April 11, at 7:00 pm 
in the East Room at Church.  We will 
be discussing Leah’s Choice, The 
Pleasant Valley Series by Marta 
Perry. Anyone is welcome, so come 
and enjoy the discussion and bring a 
snack to share with others. 
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LECTORS: (Sunday Only) 
April 4        Pastor 
April 11      Ralph von Qualen 
April 18      Pastor 
April 25      Vicki Grundmeier 
       
GREETERS: 
April 3        None needed  
April 4 6 am  Volunteers needed 
             9 am Volunteers needed 
 

April 10      Norma Jentzen 
April 11      Pearl Kurth 
 

April 17  Joe & Durene Eisenbacher 
April 18  Darrell & Shirley Sunderman
            
April 24      Jerry & Doris Wilson 
April 25      Sheri Howard 
 

 
ACOLYTES:  (Sunday Only) 
April 4  6 am Processional  
             9 am Processional 
April 11      Nic Buck 
April 18      Gabrielle Howard 
April 25      Justin Thooft 
 
GRADES 5-8 USHERS 
April 4  6 am  Kyler Brinker 
             9 am  Dan Buck 
April 11      Tanner White 
April 18      Bryce Widdel 
April 25      Breanna Quandt 
 
ALTAR GUILD:  
Jill Schweers, Chairman 
Miriam Auen 
Shawna Wagner 
Connie Boeing 
Darlene Ott 
Stephanie Buse 
 

ELDERS: 
April  1 4 pm  Larry Bayless 
             7 pm  Mike Janssen 
April 2  1 pm  Jerry Frehse 
             7 pm   Scott Bauck 
April 4  6 am  Jerry Frehse 
             9 am   Tracy Onken 
April 10/11  Larry Bayless 
April 17/18  Mike Janssen 
April 24/25  Scott Bauck 
 
 

SATURDAY USHERS: 
Barb Brockelsby 
Max Sherwood 
Denis Schirck 
Reese Abbe 
 
 

SUNDAY USHERS:  
Randy & Pam Stanzyk 
Peter von Qualen 
 

Worship Assistants for April 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,   
 

April is National Irritable Bowel Awareness month.  Irri-
table Bowel Syndrome (IBS) is characterized by ab-
dominal pain or discomfort and altered bowel habits 
(diarrhea, constipation or both).  Other symptoms in-
clude heartburn, feeling of fullness, nausea, and bloating.  
IBS affects 10 to 15% of the U.S. population.  2 out of 3 
sufferers are female.  IBS affects all ages but most peo-
ple are under the age of 50.   
 

The exact cause of IBS is not known.  Symptoms may 
result from disturbances in the way the gut, brain, and 
nervous system interact.  This can cause changes in nor-
mal bowel movement and sensation.  Stress does not 
cause IBS but stress can worsen or trigger symptoms.   
The impact of IBS can range from mild inconvenience to 
severe debilitation.  It can affect a person’s emotional, 
social, and professional life.  It can be unpredictable with 
symptoms that can vary and change over time. 
 

Moderate symptoms of IBS can be treated with the use 
of a diary to find factors that bring on or worsen symp-
toms.   Stress management and drug therapy may be use-
ful.  With severe symptoms, treatment of pain may be 
considered which may include a low dose antidepressant.   
Effective diagnosis and treatment starts with your health-
care provider or therapist.  A treatment plan and outcome 
goals need to be developed.  Blood in the stool is not a 
symptom of Irritable Bowel Syndrome and needs to be 
reported to your physician promptly.  
 

May God bless our efforts when seeking medical advice. 
(Information from www.aboutIBS.org)               
 
In His Service, 
Darlene Rueter, RN 
St.Paul Parish Nursing                                                                           
rrueter2642@msn.com 

                                                            

From the Parish Nurse ~  
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To receive this Newsletter by email,  

contact Donna at  
stpaul@stpaul-ia.com   

   Also remember to let her know if your     
                    email address changes.  

 
 
 

THE LUTHERAN HOUR 
 

The Lutheran Hour may be heard on Sundays on the 
following radio stations in our area: 
KAYL, 990 AM, Storm Lake, 10 a.m.  
KDSN, 107.1 FM, Denison, 6:30 a.m. 
KDSN, 1530 AM, Denison, 10:30 am 
 

Also available 24 hours/day on the Internet @ www.
lhm.org    
Speaker: Rev. Ken Klaus 
 

April 4 —  Playing Second Fiddle 
The reality of Christ and His resurrection enables Pastor 
Ken Klaus to write one of his most difficult sermons. (Luke 
24:11-12) 
 

April 11 — Nothing But The Truth 
Many say they long for truth, but don’t know what to do 
with it when it’s set down right in front of them. (John 
20:27-31) 
 

April 18— Do You Love Me? 
When Jesus asks, “Do you love me?” our answer might be, 
“Yes, but not that much.” Thank God, we have a Savior 
Who lives and forgives. (John 21:15) 
 

April 25—To be announced   
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Slithering Silence 
By Rev. Dr. James I. Lamb   
(From the Winter 2009 LifeDate Magazine) 
 

I want to begin by talking about a serpent. Actually I 
want to talk to you about The Serpent, Satan. Of 
course, he was not silent. The first words from his 
forked tongue dripped with deadly venom. “Did 
God actually say…?” (Genesis 3:1) His first words 
worked so well to bring sin and death into the para-
dise of God’s creation that they remain his favorite 
words. He used them for centuries and continues to 
use them to poison the hearts of many against the 
truth of God’s Word. 
 

This sly serpent has an accomplice to 
help him proclaim his favorite line—
silence. I call it slithering silence to 
associate it with its serpentine master. 
Slithering silence really doesn’t have 
to do much except slither up and be 
there when some evil should be spoken 
against but isn’t. That’s when you hear coming forth 
from the silence quite loudly, “Did God actually 
say?” 
 

Let’s take the evil of abortion for example. Some 
churches are silent about this. They have fears about 
being “political” or about causing division within the 
congregation. Slithering silence takes advantage of 
this and proclaims, “Did God actually say abortion is 
wrong? You never hear anything about it in church 
do you?” 
 

I have pastors tell me they do not preach about abor-
tion because there might be a woman in the congre-
gation who has had one and they do not want to of-
fend her. I can understand where that might come 
from. But of the many women I know who have had 
abortions, I have yet to meet one who was offended 
when it was talked about. I have met many who were 
offended because it wasn’t. For you see, slithering 
silence proclaims, “Did God actually say you could 
be forgiven for this terrible sin? You never hear any-
thing about it in church do you?” Slithering silence 
seems to affirm the deceit their hearts are already 
telling them: “This sin is too big to be forgiven.” 

 
 
Silence is not a neutral position. It speaks loudly. It 
is never an appropriate position for the church 
when it comes to sin. It is never an appropriate po-
sition for the church to be silent about the life is-
sues. Things like abortion, embryonic stem cell re-
search, and physician assisted suicide are held up 
as solutions to our problems. Our people hear the 
many voices telling them that death is our friend. 
That we can turn to death for rescue from our 
struggles and pain and suffering. There is a name 
for this—idolatry.   When the church is silent on 
these issues, then slithering silence speaks, “Guess 
God didn’t actually say these things are wrong. Go 
for it!” 
 

 
The truth of God’s Word has much to say about 
the value that God gives to life and why life is 
so precious to Him. The truth of God’s Word 
has much to say about God demonstrating His 
love for life in the gift of His Son and how 
through His suffering and death and resurrec-
tion He has rescued us from sins’ condemna-

tion. The truth of God’s Word has much to say 
about the promises of God never to leave or for-
sake those He has purchased with His blood and to 
be at work even in struggles and pain and suffering 
to strengthen us and accomplish His will for our 
good. We are called to speak this truth of life so 
that silence has no place to slither and Satan’s fa-
vorite line is replaced with, “Be of good cheer, 
God actually did say!” 

   Lutherans For Life 
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MEYER MISSION NEWS ����
On the Road Again – in Liberia   March 2010 
Dear Friends: 
  

“This is the first soil profile we have ever seen here at 
the University” was Mr. Massaquoi’s response upon 
receiving a soil audit.  “My pleasure to do that for you” 
was Craig’s reply.   
  

In February at Cuttington University near Gbarnga, 
Bong County, Liberia, we met Mr. Molly Massaquoi, 
the assistant farm manager. A Lutheran pastor who at-
tended there had introduced us to him last year when 
Dr. Ralph von Qualen a plant pathologist was with us. 
This time I brought along Craig Paskvan, a soil expert 
and his wife Mary.  I – Delano - like to be with “Heavy 
Weights” when going to universities.   
  

Craig has been our soils consultant since Martin 
Augustine passed away some years ago.  Craig has 
been making recommendations on how to balance 
soils, based on the soil samples we have been sending 
to USA for analysis. At Cuttington U. we delivered the 
soil audit and inventory report from soil samples we 
took there last year.  We also gave Mr. Massaquoi 
Craig’s recommendations for correcting the soil imbal-
ance.   Mr. Massaquoi also thanked us for the training 
materials we brought to him last year.  He said he lets 
students read the materials and then they return it for 
others to read.  We were pleased and impressed.  We 
again gave more materials and also offered to share in-
formation with Cuttington via the internet in the future.  
In gratitude for the materials and information, we were 
given three chickens.  Where else in the world would 
you receive a chicken dinner on the hoof – so to 
speak?  We enjoyed our chickens upon our return to 
Gbarnga.  Thank you Mr. Massaquoi! This was Craig 
and Mary Paskvan’s first trip to remote African vil-
lages and so quite an adventure for them and a joy for 
us to have them with us.   
  

In Foya, Lofa County we were happy to find our 
church members Saturday evening and enjoy Sunday 
Bible study followed by worship services with the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Liberia.  Craig and 
Mary were impressed to hear Biblical truths being 
taught and expressed in such remote locations.  It truly 
is an encouragement for our faith as we often hear Li-
berian and Sierra Leonean Christians express how they 
placed confidence in Jesus Christ through their experi-
ences as they were caught in war.  The Lord is my 
Strength and Shield.   Psalm 28:7 
  

Mary Paskvan put her training as a teacher to good 
use at sessions.  “Think, pair, share”  is a teaching 
technique introduced by Mary to help students to 
analyze in their own minds, discuss what they have 
learned with someone else, and then share their ideas 
with the group.  The technique reinforces the teach-
ing and helps people recall their new ideas and 
knowledge.  Sometimes the concepts and method 
caught on quickly, and other times we had to role 
play the “Think, pair, share” to get the meaning 
across. 

  

An unexpected opportunity came as a result of our 
long time acquaintance with Joseph Yasseh who 
used to be the President of the Lutheran Church in 
Guinea.  Joseph now resides in Foya Central and is 
working with the Vice President of Liberia on his 
cocoa plantation.  Joseph asked us to travel to War-
songar Village to examine the cocoa trees because 
the trees are not producing well as a result of severe 
molds.  Joseph guided us on a tour of part of the 
plantation.  Craig took a soil sample and pulled 
leaves for leaf analysis.  I have sent these samples to 
Brookside Laboratory.  Imagine the impact if our 
people are able to overcome this roadblock to profit-
able cocoa production. 

  

We felt like the “Dukes of Hazard”  trying to reach 
Garplay, Nimba County.  We were only a half hour 
away from Garplay, approaching from the west, 
when we were informed by customs personnel, that 
the bridge ahead was out and that we would have to 
detour.  The detour took us 3 hours and as we neared 
Garplay from the northwest, a motorcyclist flagged 
us down saying a truck loaded with coffee had just 
broken through the bridge a few miles ahead.  We 
then went back a few miles and tried another 
route.  When asking about the route to Garplay, we 
received so many conflicting reports that we stopped 
asking anyone and just pressed on.  We later learned 
the reason for conflicting reports – the section of 
road we needed to travel was quite bad, but locked in 
4 wheel drive & low transfer, we got through and 
reached Garplay at 8 PM.  Mary said that after retire-
ment from mission, I - Delano should start driving 
for NASCAR.  We were warmly received at Garplay 
by fellow brothers and sisters in Christ.  The village 
children sang on into the night making the effort to-
tally worthwhile..    
  

Philippians 1: 27- Whatever happens, conduct 
yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of 
Christ.  The person credited with bringing the Lu-
theran Church to the village of Compound-Su in 



 
                        

��������������������������������������������������� ��������������������������������������������������� �������������	���
������
�������������������������� ��������������������������������������������������� ��������������������������������

Gbapolu County is Victoria Fayia.  Victoria was 
working with a non-governmental organization (NGO) 
that focused of imparting skills to ex-combatants.   She 
was teaching sewing and tailoring as part of a reinte-
gration program to help former rebels to learn a useful 
skill.  Victoria conducted herself in a way that drew 
people to want to know Jesus Christ and they asked for 
the Lutheran Church.  Rev. Nathaniel Taylor, who is 
working with the local pastor, guided us to Compound-
Su along with Moses Fayia and Johnson.  Johnson was 
with us for the first time to learn more about agricul-
tural training.  Moses, Victoria’s husband, had done 
some agricultural training in compound-Su al-
ready.  He again was a great help in teaching and made 
our last stop in Liberia a joy for Linda and me.  Moses 
expressed the hope that Linda and I return for short-
term agricultural teaching in Liberia. What a blessing it 
has been for us to work with faithful Christians who 
serve! 
  

This recent 3-week trip was our final visit to Liberia 
as career missionaries.  We have been blessed to have 
growing relationships with many friends in Liberia 
over the years, and so parting was time of mixed emo-
tions for us.  We are happy to be completing our career 
missionary service on positive notes, as many we 
worked with in the past, have expressed an apprecia-
tion, understanding and positive results from the train-
ing we have been doing.  It has been an awesome privi-
lege to share our faith and see our Lord bringing souls 
to faith in West Africa.  Looking back at many Chris-
tian friends we have met along the way and hope to 
meet again, we recall Revelation 7: 9, “After this I 
looked and there before me was a great multitude that 
no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people 
and language, standing before the throne and in front of 
the Lamb.  They were dressed in white and holding 
palm branches in their hand.”  Because of Christ’s res-
urrection from the dead, we have the confidence that 
we too will live with Him, standing at His throne along 
with the great multitude of believers.  May you cele-
brate with joy His victory over death this Easter!  1 Co-
rinthians 15: 54b & 57 - Death has been swallowed up 
in victory.  Thanks be to God! He gives us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
PRAYER REQUESTS 
1.    Thank God for safety, strength, health and positive 

training sessions in Liberia.  
2.    Ask the Lord for safe travel to the Missionary Re-

treat to be held in Ghana in late March and on to 
Northern Ghana where Linda and I will say “Good 

      bye” to old friends we worked with from 1994 - 
2000.   

3.   Pray for safety and health for Dr. Ralph von 
Qualen, Linda and Delano as we travel to Guinea 
in mid April for agricultural training sessions. 

  

FINANCIAL SUPPPORT 
Thank you to all who have contributed gifts “for the 
support of Delano and Linda Meyer.”  Address 
(without our name on envelope) to:  LCMS World 
Mission, 1333 S. Kirkwood Road, St. Louis, MO 
63122-7295. Inside the envelope designate your gift 
for us on the check or in a note.  

  

To contribute to our LCMS World Relief & Human 
Care project, “Agricultural Training in West Africa”, 
designate & send checks to LCMS World Relief and 
Human Care, 1333 S. Kirkwood Rd, St. Louis, MO 
63122-7295. 

  

Wishing you a blessed Easter, 
Delano & Linda Meyer 
  
Note this change of address since we are leaving 
the mission field on May 28, 2010.   
Our new address is:   
Delano and Linda Meyer   
61203 150th St.  
Chokio, MN 56221 
 

Craig and Mary Paskvan receiving a gift of 3 
chickens at Cuttington University, Gbarmga,  
Liberia. 
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Worship with Holy Communion 
Saturday—5:00 p.m. 
Sunday—9:00 a.m. 
 
Sunday School & Bible Classes 
Sunday—10:30 a.m. 

Pastor David Anthony 
 

Pastor Brian Licht 


