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Abide in me, and | in you. As the branch cannot bea
fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, heitcan
you, unless you abide in me. | am the vine; yautlag
branches. Whoever abides in me and | in him, Ise it
that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do
nothing. John 15:4-5 (ESV)

Believe it or not, these frigid winter months vathon

be yielding to the warmth and sunshine of spring.
With the melting ice and snow will come the budd an
blooms of new plant life. Such springing to liferh
plants that appeared dead all winter will once mgai
remind us of our new life in Christ—for we were enc
dead in our trespasses but have now been made alive
in Christ Jesus (Eph. 2:5).

Like a branch that had been separated from its wae
were dead with no life in us. But then came a auira
lous spring time rain that not only soaked us but
grafted us into the One who is the True Vine—Jesus.
We call that miraculous rain baptism, and by it we
were saved from being cast on to the burn pildefe
nal damnation.

Remaining in Christ we continue to grow and sprout
like the plants of spring. In Christ, our Vine, vee
ceive the sap of life—His Word and His Sacraments.
His Gospel message of sins forgiven flows through u
producing fruit as we share that forgiveness with o
ers. His own body and blood keep us united witim Hi
and with our fellow branches who have also been
grafted into the Vine. And living the baptismdélof
daily contrition and repentance, we remain everdmin
ful of our in-grafting through baptism.

The point of our attachment to the Vine is quitgieb
ous and easy to locate. That point is none offzer t
the Church. It is where Christ has said He isques
for you This attachment is maintained and strength-
ened by Christ Himself. Our bond to Christ through
His Church is so strong that not even the powers of
hell itself can break us away from the Vine (Matt.
16:18).

However, there will always be those who
will choosdéo remove themselv&®m their
attachment to the Vine. Just as we can eas-

ily locate our point of attachment to Christ in His
Church, so can we see when others choose to bfeak|o
that attachment. It's a dangerous thing for those
branches to cut themselves off from the Vine's life
giving sap. Without being attached to the Vine a
branch will wither and die.

In this newsletter you will find that the Voter'sséem-
bly of this congregation has chosen to clearly warn
group of 47 individuals of the danger they haveeth
themselves in bgutting themselves difom the Vine.

It is not the voters, the church council, the edder the
pastors who have cut off these individuals, thexeha
done it themselves. Such action by the Voter'seAss
bly simply acknowledges what has already been don
and it is intended as a warning call to summon them
back to the House of the Lord.
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This is sad news. It is news that we should wesp o
and pray diligently about. We pray that theseviiutli-
als will return to the Vine, their life source, asttp
putting their souls in jeopardy. The doors of this
church, this point of attachment to the Vine, remai
open to any and all who desire to be fed by the One
who tells us, “Whoever abides in me and | in himjth
is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you dan
nothing.”

To that end we pray:

Almighty and most gracious God and Father, we im-
plore You to turn the hearts of all who have foesak
the faith once delivered to Your Church, especially
those who have wandered from it or are in doubt
through the corruption of Your truth. Mercifullysit
and restore them that in gladness of heart theytalay
pleasure in Your Word and be made wise to salvation
through faith in Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

In Service to the Vine,
Pastor Licht




Notes & News ~ Take Note...

More People Needed
to join the Christian Book Club!

The Christian Fiction Book Club will meet Sunday,
February 8 at 7:00 p.m. at the church. We wilt dis
cuss the book, John 3:by Nancy Moser. Every-
one is welcome and bring a treat to share with the
others.

Lutheran Witness 2009 Subscription Rate is
$18.08.Use the envelope in your offering packet to
subscribe or renew your subscription to the Luthera
Witness! Subscription Deadline is February 15,
20009.

Annual Reports:

Thank you to everyone for getting your Annual
Reports in so promptly. The completed report wall b
available soon. Watch the bulletin.

Confirmation Classes:

During Lent, Confirmation classes will begin at%:4
p.m. This will allow the students to eat at the feen
Supper at 5:45 before class. Please be prompt.

There is no Confirmation on Ash Wednesday,
February 25.

a program sponsored by Thrivent Financial
for Lutherans
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From the Parish Nurse ~

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Friday, FebruaryBis National Wear Red Day and Sunday,
February 8 is Have Faith in Heart Day. These dates are na-

tional observances of the serious health effectaofiovas-
cular disease in Americans, especially women. Néaice
as many women in the U.S. die of heart diseasskestand
other cardiovascular diseases as from all formsanter
combined. One in three female adults have sonme &r
cardiovascular disease. Females represent 52.8attis
from CVD. 64% of women who die suddenly of CVDiha
no previous symptoms.

Women need the following healthy goals to imprdweirt
survival:
Total cholesterol: <200mg/dl
Bad (LDL) cholesterol: <160mg/dl (those at lowkrfsr
heart disease)
<130mg/didse at moderate risk)
<100mg/didse at high risk)
Good (HDL) cholesterol: 50mg/dl or higher
Triglycerides: <150mg/dI
Blood pressure: <120/80 mmg/Hg
Fasting blood glucose: <100mg/dI
Body Mass Index (BMI): <25 Kg/m2
Waist circumference: <35 inches
Exercise: 30 minutes most days of the week
Balanced diet of fruits, vegetables, grains, lotwfi@ats and
dairy products
Don’t smoke
Schedule regular visits with your physician

Follow-up with your health care provider to identyfour
health risk for cardiovascular disease. Morerattve in-
formation on “Go Red” is available on the Ameriddeart
Association website. May God bless our healthtaed
health of our loved ones.

In His Service,

Darlene Rueter, RN

St. Paul Parish Nursing
rrueter2642@msn.com

IRA to Charity Bill Passes Congress

In October of this year, Congress approved a bill a
lowing people to make direct gifts to charitiesnfro

their IRA’s as was the case in 2006 and 2007. That
has now been extended to the rest of 2008 and 2009,

The bill provides the opportunity for individuals
to make (gifts directly from their IRA’s (employer
sponsored plans such as 401k’s are not included
to the eligible charity.

Only direct gifts are included. These distributions
cannot fund gifts such as Charitable Remainder
Trusts or Gift Annuities.

Such contributions must be transferred directly
by the trustee of the IRA to the charity. They
cannot first be distributed to the individual and
then sent on to the charity.

Such distributions are not subject to federal taxa-
tion and do not qualify for charitable deductions.
Whether or not they are subject to state income
tax will vary according to the state in which the
individual lives.

These distributions are limited to a maximum of
$100,000 per year and do count toward the mini-
mum distribution requirements for IRA’s.

A donor must be at least 70 1/2 years old to take
advantage of this bill.

Who are the donors for whom this bill will be banef
cial? While various groups of people may benefit
from this bill, those who will benefit most are H®
whose charitable contributions exceed the limit for
itemized deductions, and those who would use the
standard deduction ordinarily if it were not forkna
ing larger charitable gifts.

Census Jobs Available
in Carroll and Greene Counties
The U.S. Census Bureau is currently recruiting
individuals across lowa to fill full and part-
time temporary 2010 Census jobs. For more
information, call 1-866-861-2010 or go to
www.2010censusjobs.gov




LOOK! Look no further for reasons to attend the
LWML convention on June 25-28 in Portland, Oregor
where we willLook to the Hills...God Reigng/e will
have opportunities to:
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Foundation for Breast Cancer will be the inspidatil
vocalist and a college student majoring in musicow
member of Sweet Adelines International, will erdgart

Saturday evening with its repertoire of traditional
“golden oldies,” jazz, blues, patriotic music, gekp

son
eve

www.lwml.org

Worship God the Maker of all things

Trust in the Lord who daily meets our needs
Declare God's peace and provision through tangiple
acts of mercy and grace

Share the Good News of Jesus in everyday situa

Friday evening Heidi Floyd from the Vera Bradley
aker. She will be joined by Lauren Randall fieedi

open and close this inspirational evening with-
The 125+ member Pride of Portland Chorus, a

gs and Broadway show tunes. This is a can't-miss
nt, so we’'ll see you in Portland! Find out mate
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ST. PAUL LUTHERAN WOMEN'’S GUILD
1/1/09 — 1/20/09
PLUS MINUS
BROT FWD INCOME EXPENSE BALANCE

Parish Nurse 10891 $ 0.00 $0.00 $10.91
Lydia Circle 93.39 0.00 0.00 93.39
Rachel Circle 40100 0.00 0.00 140.00
Mites 0.00 0.00 0.00 00.
Coins For Christ/Mites (5850 0.00 0.00 (58.50)
Quarterlies 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Social Ministry 428 0.00 0.00 124.28
Gifts of the Heart 0.0 0.00 0.00 30.00
Hurricane lke 55.00 0.00 0.00 55.00
TOTAL RESERVES $ 395.08 $ 0.00 $0.00 $395.08
General Fund 824 75.00 0.00 323.14
TOTAL CASH FUNDS $ 643.22 $ 75.00 $0.00 $718.22




FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
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2-18
2-19
2-20
2-20
2-21
2-21
2-22
2-22
2-23
2-23
2-25
2-26
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Rick Richardson
Cynthia Hogan
Pastor Anthony
Jackie Dryden
Doug Beckman
Sharon von Qualen
Arlo Buck
Katelynn Fagan
Jason Kroeger
Tristan Linn

Greg Stoelk
Konnor Johnson
Brandon Throckmorton
Richard Henry

Jill Schweers
Larry Bayless
Rosemary Beckman
Todd Buse

Jenna Licht
Renee Rowedder
Irma Sundermann
Charlotte Vetter
Ann Lorenzen
Bryce Widdel
Wayne Witt
Aynsley Arnold
Jan Meyer

Ralph von Qualen
Dale Gottsch
Connie Stammer
Myra Asmus
Bonnie Schug
Sheri Howard

JT Miller

Jason Heuton
Bonnie Gray
Thomas Sullivan
Carlyss Heuton

HAPPY

BIRTHBAY

FEBRUARY
WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
2-12  Jay & Stacy Arnold
2-14  James & Julie Thelen
2-16  Tim & Sheri Howard
2-20  Floyd & Donna White
2-25 Ken & Rosemary Beckman

Please call the church office at 792-
4354 if any of the above information
incorrect or if your birthday or anni-
versary is omitted. Thanks.

OFFICIAL ACTS

RAFFIRMATION OF FAITH
Jerry & Karen Raymond & Peyton

CONFIRMATION (High School)
Miranda Raymond
Jalen Raymond

TRANSFER OUT
Marilyn Berns to Immanuel, Lidderdale |

DEATH
Don Petersen

RELEASED AT OWN REQUEST
Kristen Greene

REMOVED BY VOTERS' ACTION
1/11/2009

Robert Rose, Joan Reinart, Larry & Zelda

Smith, Bruce Pettitt, Mary Hamer, Linda
Magner & Angie, Connie Warnke, Bryan
Lawler, Joni Lawler, Steve Von Dielinge
Lara Haakenson, Melvin & Joy Booth,
Tom & Nina Cullinan, Craig Fricke &
Logan, Luke Snyder, Kerry & Christie

Kroeger, Mandy Ratliff, Alexandria Bauer,

Taylor Bauer, Jackson Ratliff, Bruce &

Shirley Trulsen & Nichole, Jim DeBower,
Dawnie Richard, Meranda Anthofer, Tad,

Jordon & Brandon Holm, Dale Rose, Ja
Pettitt, Janet Weeks, Sara Espe & Josh,
Orion & Kaleb Lindner, Craig & Susan
Hansen & Todd, Jeff Mohr, Doug Zim-
merman.
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DECEMBER WORSHIP
ATTENDANCE

Date Saturday Sunday Total

12/7 ~ 65 134 199
12/14 73 130 203
12/21 225 80 305
12/28 70 73 143
Avg. 108 105 213

Sunday School Avg: 48

Bible Class Avg.: 34

Total Communed: 512

Advent Avg: 4:00-25; 7:00 94 = 119
Christmas Eve 6:00—163;11:00-138
Christmas Day 52; New Years Eve 57

TREASURER'S REPORT
December 2008

Budget & Non-Budget Figures

Bal. on Hand 11/30/08 $ 820.83
Total Dec. Receipts 35,232.84
Total Dec Disbursements 30,886.73
Bal. on Hand 12/31/08 $ 5,166.44

Actual Budget Figures for December

Actual Dec. Budget Rects $31,745)92
Actual Dec. Budget Disb. 25,841.48
Overage for December  $5,904.44

Actual Budget Figures Year-to-Date

Actual Budg.Rects thru 12/31 $241,24267
Actual Budg.Disb. thru 12/31  254,578/00

Shortage thru 12/31

African Missions/International Stu-
dents/Hispanic Ministry/LBT

($ 13,335

33)

Total Needed for 2008 $9,000.00
Received by 12/31/08 9,454,10
Carillon Replacement

Needed: $15,000.00
Received to date: $ 2,100.00
Fellowship Hall Flooring

Needed: $40,000.00
Received to date: $ 1,465.00

From the Finance Board:

2009 Offering Envelopes and 20
Offering Statements are in your
“mailbox” in the church entryway




Worship Assistants

for February

LECTORS:

Jan. 31 Pastor

Feb. 1 Darlene Rueter

Feb. 7 Pastor

Feb. 8 Pastor

Feb. 14 Pastor

Feb. 15 Neil Trobak

Feb. 21 Pastor

Feb. 22 Pastor

Feb. 28 Pastor

Mar. 1 Pastor

GREETERS:

Jan. 31 Max & Leona Sherwood
Feb. 1 Ryan & Darlene Rueter
Feb. 7 Doug & Gaye Beckman
Feb. 8 Tracy & Cheri Onken
Feb. 14 Norma Jentzen

Feb. 15 Randy & Pam Stanzyk
Feb. 21 John & Donna Spaen

Feb 22 Joe & Durene Eisenbacher

Feb. 28 Marv & Shari Toft
Mar 1 Cindy Naberhaus
ACOLYTES: (Sunday Only)
Feb. 1 Cody Davis

Feb. 8 Jordan White
Feb. 15 Leah Widdel

Feb. 22 Hannah Clausen
ALTAR GUILD:

Pam Stanzyk, chairperson
Vicki Grundmeier
Rosemary Beckman

Barb Quandt

Lynette Licht

Shery Reiter
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ELDERS:

Jan 31/Feb 1  Tracy Onken
Feb.7&8 Joe Eisenbacher
Feb. 14 & 15 Mike Janssen
Feb. 21 & 22 Scott Bauck

Feb. 28/Mar. 1 Jeff Hoffman

SATURDAY USHERS:
Doug Beckman
Bonnie Dryden

Bob Grundmeier

John Spaen

SUNDAY USHERS:
Tom Reiter

Tracy & Cheri Onken
Chris Osterlund

HIGH SCHOOL USHERS:

THE LUTHERAN HOUR

The Lutheran Hour may be hea
on Sundays on the following
radio stations in our area:
KAYL, 990 AM, Storm Lake,

10 a.m
KDSN, 107.1 FM, Denison,

6:30na
KDSN, 1530 AM, Denison,

=

10:30 an

Also available 24 hours/day on

the Internet @vww.lhm.org

Speaker: Rev. Ken Klaus

Feb. 1—Devils Believe
Demons know Who Jesus is. Their
job is to make sure you don't.
(Mark 1:23-24)

Feb. 8—Christ in the Midst of
Change
The risen Christ brings about real

Feb.1  Megan Schroeder change. (1 Corinthians 9:22-23)
Cole Schwarte _

Feb.8  Frank Venteicher Feb. 15—A Dirty Job, Done
Peter von Qualen To save us from sin, Jesus took up

Feb. 15 Kelsey Wagner the dirtiest job of all. (Mark 1:45)
Megan Anthony' Feb. 22— 0 be announced

Feb. 22  Kayla G_rundme|er Guest Speaker: Rev. Martin Schultz
Jenna Licht
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A Statement on Marriage by Lutherans

For Life

(adopted by the National Lutherans For Life Board of Direc-
tors on February 21, 2004)

In God'’s "very good" creation, there was one thing "not
good." "It is not good for the man to be alone” (Genesis
2:18). It was not companionship that the man needed. It
was relationship, a relationship that would be like God'’s re-
lationship with him. Adam may have found a companion as
all the animals paraded before him, but he found no one
suitable for this kind of relationship (Genesis 2:20). He who
bore the image of God needed someone who also bore the
image of God in order to have a God-like relationship. So
God made a woman. She was created in God'’s image
(Genesis 1:27). She was like the man (Genesis 2:23). She
was different from the man. She was created at a different
time, in a different way, and for a different purpose (Genesis
2:22, 2:15, 3:20). It was that difference that made possible
the kind of relationship God wanted.

Adam and Eve were capable of becoming one flesh and in
that relationship could mirror their relationship with their
Creator. God brought them together in this relationship
called marriage (Genesis 2:24). Marriage was a part of all
that was "good" in God'’s perfect creation. Marriage was not
given as an institution to curb sin. There was no sin. Mar-
riage was given as the foundation for the one flesh relation-
ship.

Marriage was also the relationship through which procrea-
tion would continue. "Be fruitful and increase in num-

ber" (Genesis 1:28). Marriage is to produce children. The
effects of sin upon God'’s biological process for procreation
sometimes makes it difficult or impossible for a marriage to
fulfill this blessing. However, barring such unfortunate cir-
cumstances, children are to be the result of this one flesh
union.

Sin has certainly brought problems to marriage. The reality
of problematic marriages, however, does not abdicate the
essence of what marriage is. Jesus makes this clear. "But
at the beginning of creation God ‘made them male and fe-
male.” ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and
mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become
one flesh.” So they are no longer two but one" (Mark 10:6-
8). What God intended marriage to be in the beginning, He
still intends marriage to be.

Throughout Scripture marriage is a picture of God'’s rela-
tionship to His people. God is Israel’s "husband" (Isaiah
54:5, Jeremiah 3:14, Hosea 2:19-20). As such, He rejoices

over His bride (Isaiah 62:5). Jesus is pictured as
the bridegroom and the Church His bride (Rev.
19:7). It is His unconditional love for His bride the
Church that caused Him to give Himself up for her
(Ephesians 5:25).

Lutherans For Life affirms the great blessing of the
institution of marriage as revealed in God’s holy
Word. We affirm that marriage is a God-given insti-
tution between a man and a woman. We affirm that
this one flesh union reflects our relationship with
our Creator and Redeemer. We affirm that it is the
means God has chosen for procreation. Based on
this, we are compelled to humble ourselves before
God and ask His forgiveness for all the times we
have dishonored marriage by trivializing its impor-
tance, by failing to reflect Christ's love in our mar-
riages, and by our failure to connect the importance
of marriage and our relationship to God.

Based on this, we are also compelled to reject ho-
mosexual unions as contrary to the Word of God.
The "sameness" of homosexuals prevents a one-
flesh union as well as the possibility of the procrea-
tion of children. Such unions do not and cannot re-
flect our relationship with our Creator and Re-
deemer. Such unions are based on a lie rather than
the Word of God (Romans 1:25) and cannot consti-
tute a marriage.

Marriage is founded upon the promise publicly ex-
changed between one man and one woman. Simi-
larly, our Redeemer binds Himself to His Church
with His promise, "I am with you always" (Matthew
28:20); "Never will | leave you; never will | forsake
you" (Hebrews 13:5). Living together without the
public promise of mutual love, respect, and fidelity
dishonors marriage and is fornication. Adultery
breaks the marriage vow, whether by marital infi-
delity, abuse, or abandonment. We must reject as
contrary to the Word of God these and all practices
which would not keep the marriage bed pure —im-
purity of thought, word, or deed (e. g., the use of
pornography). We also reject as contrary to the
Word of God any reproductive technologies that
violate or circumvent the institution of marriage (e.
g. donated eggs or sperm and cloning).

We believe, as God says, "Marriage should be hon-
ored by all" (Hebrews 13:4). May God give us the
faith, wisdom, and courage to bring honor to this
great blessing from Him.




St. Paul Lutheran Church Scholarship Fund

Anyone interested in applying for th@holarship, should apply by letter to the St.[Faholarship
Committee stating what course of study you planst® the scholarship for; where you will be attegdand
why it would benefit you in that pursuit. Applicat deadline is April 1, 20090r April Voters’ Assembly ap-
proval. Letters may be turned in to the Churchd@ffinformation about the St. Paul Scholarshippoies:

St. Paul Scholarship Fund
St. Paul Lutheran Church
Carroll, lowa

Introduction
St. Paul Congregation established a Scholarshig Farrstudents preparing for full-time professional
service in the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, dsotution in its Quarterly Voter's Meeting on Octoli4,
1979. The details of that resolution include tilhinvestment Fund monies be designated as thieol8ship
Fund”, the earnings of which are to be used forath@ve-mentioned purpose.

Name
The name of the fund shall be: StulBeholarship Fund of St. Paul Lutheran Churchrdalowa.

Purpose
The main purpose of the ScholarshipdHs to encourage and assist financially the mesnbkSt. Paul
who have decided to prepare themselves for fukkorofessional ministry in the Lutheran Church s84iuri
Synod as Pastor, Teacher, Lay Parish Worker, @iredtChristian Education, Missionary Worker, onso
other recognized ministry within the Church; andveine enrolled at one of the Synod’s schools ofteri
courses required for such service to the Synodtarmbngregations and agencies.

Administration
The fund shall be administered by adbarship Committee consisting of the ChairmarhefBoard of
Christian Education, the Chairman of the BoardIdEEs, and one member of the congregation appolebe
Chairman of the congregation annually. The pashail serve as advisory member of the Scholarsbiprait-
tee. This committee shall provide semi-annual msg@a January and July.

Applications
Students shall apply annually for datghip grants. To apply, the candidate will sijnpbmpose a let-
ter to the St Paul Scholarship Committee, statihgtwourse of study they plan to use the scholarfsinj where
they will be attending, and why it would benefieth in that pursuit. Candidates should normally stbmse
letters to the Scholarship Committee for reviewater than March 15th. Scholarships shall be grhaotethe
basis of the applicant’s general character, dedicaand commitment to the cause, as well as ptesehpoten-
tial scholarship ability. These grants will be sutbaa to the April Voter's Assembly for approval.

Plan

Each applicant intending to followaucse of study as outlined above may apply foraagnot to ex-
ceed $2500 annually. Should the applicant’s firgrgituation be such that he requires more tha@®&25nu-
ally to enroll or remain in school, they may makepacial request to the Scholarship Committesvalfranted,
the Committee may grant an additional amount amddeappropriate, as available.

If funds are available for distributiafter the main intent outlined above are grardgédijtional applica-
tions may be considered in the order as followstin®r for specialized training to members serving@angre-
gation, may be approved in an amount not to ex$&800; grants for individuals that are attendir§yaod
School with a course of study other than outlinedve may apply and be approved for an amount nex¢eed
$1000.

Funds that may remain after theseildigions may be granted as follows: To a BoarthefCongrega-
tion by special request, for a specific event wipobmotes Christian Education in line with our LCM&ctrine;




to a Pastor’'s Seminary debtor while serving ourdtegation. Any funds still undesignated on Jurf® 80l be di-
vided evenly between the Synods Seminary Schdolfshe purpose of Master of Divinity tuition adsisce, and
will be submitted for Voter Assembly approval ifydu

On recommendation of the Scholarship Committeégviohg approval by the Voter's Assembly, the congr
gation shall draft a check payable as directechbyScholarship Committee. The treasurer shall fahilas check
with the request that it be applied to the applisasmccount. Checks shall normally be sent beflogestart of the se-
mester.

In the event that a student accepts scholarshifigyrbut does not enter one of the church profassibey
may consider repaying these grants within a redderieme. Such repayment will not be considereldg@n obliga-
tion.

Financing
The Scholarship Fund shall be finanogthe earnings from those funds administerechbyst. Paul Invest-
ment Committee. The amount to be considered fariloligion for the year will be the earnings detditen the De-
cember financial statement of the St. Paul Schiolafsund of St. Paul Lutheran Church, Carroll, lpwavided to
the Scholarship Committee by the St Paul Investr@emmittee.
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Worship with Holy Communion
Saturday—>5:00 p.m.
Sunday—9:00 a.m.

Sunday School & Bible Classes
Sunday—10:30 a.m.

Pastor David Anthony

Pastor Brian Licht
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