
 
 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
Once again this year hurricanes have lashed 
out at the US coast.  Recovery from the devas-
tation wreaked by these powerful storms will 
take years.  The power and energy that such 
storms carry and unleash on anything in their 
path is horrific.  To experience standing at the 
center, at the eye, of such a storm would no 
doubt be terrifying—surrounded by what is 
known as the “eye wall,” one would only see 
the most violent part of the storm, a complete 
ring of thunderstorms containing the strongest 
winds of the hurricane.  
 
The human body simply is not built to with-
stand such forces and would certainly perish if 
left unprotected.  Human flesh is no match for 
hurricane force winds. 
 
The Apostle Paul writes about another kind of 
storm for which human flesh is no match.  Here 
is his description of his flesh meeting up 
against this storm: 
 
I do not understand my own actions. For I do 
not do what I want, but I do the very thing I 
hate. Now if I do what I do not want, I agree 
with the law, that it is good. So now it is no 
longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within me. 
For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that 
is, in my flesh. For I have the desire to do what 
is right, but not the ability to carry it out. For I 
do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not 
want is what I keep on doing.  Now if I do what 
I do not want, it is no longer I who do it, but sin 
that dwells within me.  So I find it to be a law 
that when I want to do right, evil lies close at 
hand.  For I delight in the law of God, in my in-
ner being, but I see in my members another 
law waging war against the law of my mind and 
making me captive to the law of sin that dwells 
in my members. Wretched man that I am! Who 
will deliver me from this body of death?  

Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! 
So then, I myself serve the law of God with my 
mind, but with my flesh I serve the law of sin. 
(Romans 7:15-25)   
 
Scholars have debated whether Paul is speaking 
of himself here before or after his conversion.  
Those who believe that some kind of super power 
is given to our human flesh when we are brought 
to faith in Christ hold to the view that Paul is 
speaking of himself before his conversion.  Those 
who rightly understand that nothing good dwells in 
our sinful human flesh, ever, realize that Paul is 
talking about the on-going struggle the believer en-
counters between his fleshly desires and the new 
creation he has become in Christ. 
 
Paul is the “I” at the center of this storm.  So are 
you.  Facing the storm of sin in our lives we join 
Paul in crying out in despair—“Who will deliver me 
from this body of death?”  Our flesh is no match for 
the storm of sin.  We need a shelter if we are to 
survive. 
 
That shelter has come for us.  That shelter has 
come in the flesh of Christ Jesus.  His flesh, which 
appeared to be no match for the storm when it 
hung on the cross, is now our shelter.  Jesus ab-
sorbed the full impact of the storm into Himself.  
And He continues to shelter us from the storm.  
You entered into His shelter through the waters of 
Holy Baptism.  Now you are protected by the solid 
walls of absolution, the Gospel, and the Lord’s 
Supper.  The storm of sin cannot prevail against 
these walls, because they stand firm on the foun-
dation of Jesus Christ.  The “I” in the storm is you, 
but you need not fear, because you are safe in the 
shelter of Christ’s Church.  In the name of Jesus.  
Amen. 
 
Pastor Licht 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
It is a new year.  In one sense the New Year is just 
the marking of another revolution of the earth 
around the sun.  In another it is the hope of new 
things to come or the dread of bad things that 
could happen to us.  Yet no matter what happens 
for good or ill, the sun will keep coming up (or 
rather the earth will keep rotating) and the earth 
will make another inexorable journey around the 
sun.  We are most confident in this fact.  The laws 
of physics are so set that we never worry about 
whether the sun will come up tomorrow.  It al-
ways does.   
 
For us Christians, the hope for another day, indeed 
for the New Year is ultimately not founded on the 
predictability of physics.  Our faith and hope is in 
God who made the earth and all that exists.  He 
put in place the physical laws that govern the op-
eration of our universe.  It is His will that the earth 
rotate every 24 hours and revolve around the sun 
every 365 days.  Wow!  If He can handle the con-
stant management of the earth, the sun, the moon, 
and the stars – He can manage your life also.  He 
is in control of the New Year.  He is in control of 
your life that will be lived in the New Year.   
 
Think about this: the One who made heaven and 
earth and all that is in them made you and cares 
about you. We have just celebrated the Nativity of 
our Lord Jesus, true God and true man born of the 
Virgin Mary for you.  The Creator became a crea-
ture for you.  He who created all things including 
you, became one of us to save us from sin and 
death and all that the New Year will bring.  By 
His death on the cross and His resurrection from 
the dead He has made a new creation not gov-
erned by physical laws but by His grace.  And He  

 
 
also made you a new creation in your baptism giv-
ing you eternal life not bound by time and meas-
ured by its passing.   
 
As Christians we live life in Christ in view of the 
eternity we have with Him.  That said, no matter 
what 2009 may hold for us or the world, we belong 
to Christ now and forever. And there is nothing in 
all of creation in the year 2009 that can separate us 
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.   
 
You could say that the year for us Christians is a 
life that revolves around the Son.  As such, it is a 
day and a year that never ends because it is the Day 
and the Year of the Lord, and it is always a happy 
time. 
 
Happy New Year – Jesus is with you! 
Pastor Anthony 

A Word from the Pastor ~ 

 
Carroll Circuit Epiphany Service 

Tuesday, January 6 
7:00 p.m. 

Zion Lutheran Church 
Arcadia 
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MMMMission Newsission Newsission Newsission News    
    
Come Lord JesusCome Lord JesusCome Lord JesusCome Lord Jesus 
At Christmas we celebrate Jesus’ first coming and antici-
pate his second. We know He is the savior of all nations 
and that “every knee will bow and every tongue will 
confess” that he is LORD.  We also know God’s good 
and certain will shall be accomplished and we give 
thanks for opportunities we have to be an active part of 
His kingdom.  We are privileged to be part of the follow-
ing ministries: 
 
♦ Outreach to Hispanics at Denison and Storm Lake 

through Pastor Dan Vogel.   Pastor Vogel reaches 
out to Hispanics in Storm Lake, Denison and now in 
Carroll through our English as a Second Language 
right here at St. Paul.   

♦ Outreach to internationals at Ames by Bessie Fick. 
Many internationals that come to the United States 
have not learned about God’s love for them and sal-
vation through Jesus. 

♦ Our Missionaries in West Africa, Delano and Linda 
Meyer use people’s dependence on the soil and agri-
culture to tell people in Sierra Leone, Guinea and 
Liberia about Jesus and to help church leaders pro-
vide for their families. 

♦ Lutheran Bible Translators Nathan and Sarah Esala 
and their children-Karissa, Annaka, Aili and 
baby ??? work in northern Ghana.  Pastor Esala 
works first to write down the Komba language and 
then works with Greek and Hebrew texts to accu-
rately put God’s word into that language.  

 
As we celebrate God’s birth among us, we : 
• Praise God for the privilege of sharing 

this good news with others. 
• Ask God’s direction, protection and 

blessing for our missionaries. 
• Consider making an extra contribution 

to our special mission projects.  
 

 

From Carroll to Liberia 
 

Delano and Linda Meyer invited me to assist them in 
Liberia this January.  I anticipate traveling with them 
to various rural locations depending on where the Li-
berian church wants us.  We will have opportunities to 
share our faith with believers and nonbelievers, get to 
know fellow Christians and Lutherans in Liberia and 
discuss stewardship, grain storage and the use of green 
manure in rice production.  : 
 
I plan to depart January 4 and return January 26.  
Please pray: 
 

• God uses me to build up His church in Liberia and 
show His concern for their difficulties 

• for Sharon and my family while I am away 
• for my safe return  
 
Thank you, 

Yours in Christ 
Ralph von Qualen  
 
�   �   � 
 

Frieda in Peru 
 

Frieda von Qualen went to Peru in September to serve 
with the U.S. Peace Corps.  After two months of train-
ing she was sworn in as a volunteer November 28.  
She writes of the experience: 
“While we were repeating the oath, it suddenly 
dawned on me that never again in my life can I repeat 
that moment. I am in the Peace Corps. I am officially a 
volunteer. I am an official representative of the United 
States. I am proud to be a Peace Corps volunteer.   
 
As one of the speakers pointed out: for many Peruvi-
ans who meet us, we will be the only American they 
ever meet. Therefore, whatever impression we make 
will be the impression they have of North Americans. 
That is a big role, but we are ready.” 
 
You can learn more about her experiences on the inter-
net at:       http://fmvq.blogspot.com/  
 
 
 

 
Receive your church newsletter by email and save on paper! 
Over 85 member households are receiving their newsletters by email. 

Sign up today by emailing Donna at stpaul@stpaul-ia.com 
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Esalas create realistic Christmas Pageant  
 

Our missionaries in Ghana, Nathan and Sarah Esala, are 
waiting for the birth of their 4th child (any day now).  
Due to uncertainty related to national elections they 
moved 600 miles to the Ghana’s capitol, Accra for this 
event.  They write: 
 
“It is Advent the time of the church year that we focus 
on Christ’s coming.  It also is about preparing for 
Christ’s coming as a child at Christmas and for us just 
preparing for the Christmas season.    
 
Preparing, waiting, for the child coming is what we are 
all about here in Accra.  Waiting to give birth away from 
home (not for a census but for the modern day equiva-
lent - the vote). Preparing the older children, preparing 
food ahead of time. Many people waiting to hear the 
news. 
 
In advent as we celebrate the coming of Christ and as we 
wait for the feast of Christmas in expectant joy, the 
Esalas are sending out to you our own Advent – Christ-
mas photo.  

 

 
It is a modern day Esala reenactment of the first Advent 
of the holy family coming to Bethlehem complete with 
an angel, 2 innkeepers, Mary, Joseph, a donkey and a 
spare room.  The photo is a true translation as we have a 
mix of cultures represented in Northern Ghana garb, in a 
Komba spare room, North American people, and an ac-
tual event that took place in the middle east two thou-
sand years ago. 
 
 
 
 

 
Sure it’s confusing, but its also something of the gospel 
that a people and a place so far from the original event, 
culture, time and place can also be caught up in the story 
to such an extent that North Americans end up in rural 
West Africa to translate a drama that unfolded two thou-
sand years ago in a Jewish context. 
 
May His Kingdom come among us also. “ 
You can keep up with the Esalas at their website:  
                             http://esalas.org/ 
 

�   �   � 
 
Coming to Mission Central 
 
Missonaries Mike and Ann Wade will be at Mission 
Central (2 miles east of Mapleton, Iowa) on 
Wednesday, January 14, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.  They 
are from the country of Kyrgyzstan working among 
the Dungan People in the remote areas of this coun-
try. 

�   �   � 
 

Magazine Rack ~ 
 

     Someone is needed to take care of the Magazine Rack 
near the East Room. Please contact Larry Bayless at 792-
1609 or Donna in the church office 792-4354 if you are 
interested. 
    A Big Thank You to Pearl Kurth for taking care of it 
for many years.  Thanks, Pearl!! 

 
�   �   � 

 
Change in By-laws Wording ~ 
 

The following is a proposed change in the By-laws of the 
Constitution of St. Paul Lutheran Church to be acted 
upon at the January 11, 2009 Voters Assembly: 
In the second sentence of Article 1 Membership By-
Laws B. Termination of Membership B.2-e. Self 
Exclusion: add the word (preferably) so that it reads as 
follows: 
“….Prior to such final action, however, the Board of 
Elders, in conjunction with the Pastor, shall have 
contacted and admonished such a person, preferably at 
least two (2) times in person and once by letter of the 
consequences of his failure to worship and commune.” 
 

 
 Quarterly Voters Assembly 

Sunday, January 11, 2009—1:30 p.m. 
Church Fellowship Hall 
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From the Parish Nurse ~ 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
January 18-24, 2009 is Healthy Weight Week. 
Incidence of obesity in men is 33.3%; in women, 
the incidence is 35.3%. Obesity increases the 
risk for coronary heart disease, diabetes, can-
cer, hypertension, high cholesterol/triglycerides 
levels, stroke, sleep apnea, osteoarthritis, and 
gynecological problems. For adults, overweight 
and obesity ranges are determined by using 
weight and height to calculate a number called 
“body mass index”. BMI is used because it cor-
relates with the amount of body fat. An adult 
who has a BMI between 25 and 29.9 is consid-
ered overweight. An adult who has a BMI of 30 
or higher is considered obese. Overweight and 
obese result from an imbalance involving exces-
sive calorie consumption and/or inadequate 
physical activity. BMI charts are available on 
Center for Disease Control website.  
 
The Office of the Surgeon General and Healthy 
Iowans 2010 recommend increasing fruit con-
sumption to 2 cups and vegetable consumption 
to 2.5 cups a day. Adults need 30 minutes of 
moderate physical activity most days of the 
week. The website from Healthy Weight Week 
also recommend: 
1. Stop weight obsessive thoughts; rapid weight 
loss/gain from unhealthy dieting doesn’t promote 
a healthy lifestyle. 
 

2. Be active 20-30 minutes at least 5 days a 
week. 
 

3. Eat at regular times, three meals a day with 
two snacks. 
 

4. Eat well with all five food groups; choose bal-
ance, variety, and moderation. 
 

5. Relax and relieve stress in your life. 
 

6. Promote good relationships and communica-
tion with family and friends. 
 

Get assistance from your health care provider if 
you have questions regarding a healthy lifestyle. 
May God bless our health and the health of our 
loved ones. 
In His Service, 
Darlene Rueter, RN 
St. Paul Parish Nurse 

News & Notes 
 

IRA to Charity Bill Passes Congress 
 

In October of this year, Congress approved a bill al-
lowing people to make direct gifts to charities from 
their IRA’s as was the case in 2006 and 2007. That 
has now been extended to the rest of 2008 and 2009. 
 

• The bill provides the opportunity for individuals 
to make gifts directly from their IRA’s (employer 
sponsored plans such as 401k’s are not included) 
to the eligible charity. 

• Only direct gifts are included. These distributions 
cannot fund gifts such as Charitable Remainder 
Trusts or Gift Annuities. 

• Such contributions must be transferred directly 
by the trustee of the IRA to the charity. They 
cannot first be distributed to the individual and 
then sent on to the charity. 

• Such distributions are not subject to federal taxa-
tion and do not qualify for charitable deductions. 
Whether or not they are subject to state income 
tax will vary according to the state in which the 
individual lives. 

• These distributions are limited to a maximum of 
$100,000 per year and do count toward the mini-
mum distribution requirements for IRA’s. 

• A donor must be at least 70 1/2 years old to take 
advantage of this bill. 

 

Who are the donors for whom this bill will be benefi-
cial? While various groups of people may benefit 
from this bill, those who will benefit most are those 
whose charitable contributions exceed the limit for 
itemized deductions, and those who would use the 
standard deduction ordinarily if it were not for mak-
ing larger charitable gifts.  
 

�   �   � 
 

More People Needed to join the Christian 
Book Club! 
The Christian Fiction Book Club will meet January 
18 at 7:00 p.m. at the church. We will discuss the 
book When the Nile Runs Red by Diann Mills. Eve-
ryone is welcome and bring a snack to share with the 
others. In February we will read John 3:16 by Nancy 
Moser—a date has not been set. 
 

�   �   � 
 

Lutheran Witness 2009 Subscription Rate is 
$18.08. Use the envelope in your offering packet to 
subscribe or renew your subscription to the Lutheran 
Witness! 
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Lutheran Women’s Guild News 

Ready, Set, Recycle!”Ready, Set, Recycle!”Ready, Set, Recycle!”Ready, Set, Recycle!”    
 
The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 
(LWML) of Iowa will host the 2015 National 
Convention in Des Moines!  You can help our 
Guild earn funds to cover expenses by being a 
part of our “Ready, Set, Recycle” campaign.  
Bring the following recyclable items to church 
and place them in the box in the cloakroom off 
the Narthex or call Barb Brockelsby at 790-
9592: 

•    Empty inkjet printer cartridges 
•    Empty laser printer cartridges 
•    Used cell phones 
•    Laptops, including power cords 
•    Palm Pilots (PDAs) 

Please leave in original boxes if possible or place 
in plastic zip-lock bags.  Thank you for your 
help. 

�          �          � 

LOOK! Look at the year! It is time to plan to attend the 
LWML 33rd biennial convention, June 25-28, 2009, in 
Portland, Oregon, where you can gather with your 
LWML sisters and Look to the Hills…God Reigns.  
Come join this activity-filled and action-packed week-
end, complete with worship, Bible study and fellowship 
with other sisters and brothers in Christ. 
 

Registration opens March 2. Registration information is 
now available in the winter issue of the Lutheran 
Woman’s Quarterly and at www.lwml.org. Take “A 
Closer Look” at the Saturday luncheons listed in the 
registration information. These luncheons give atten-
dees an opportunity to look into the lives and work of 
our convention speakers. Luncheon topics include: 
 

•     Heidi Floyd – God Reigns… when breast can-
cer strikes 

•     Dr. Mary Hilgendorf – God Reigns … with Bib-
lical women of influence 

•     LCMS President Jerry & Terry Kieschnick – 
God Reigns … in our church body 

•     Ruth Koch – God Reigns … in my grief 
•     Missionaries Michelle Hoeppner and Danelle 

Putnam – God Reigns … in the mission field 
•     Jan Struck – God Reigns … in my life story 

 

Look for more information about Camp Hood (child/
youth care), Servant Connections (servant activities), 
Gifts from the Heart (ingathering), and “Mission in Mo-
tion” (pledge walk/exercise) at www.lwml.org and sign 
up for LWML e-News to receive the latest news about 
convention in your e-mail inbox.   

�          �          � 

Circle Dates—  
 

Lydia:            Tuesday, Jan. 13, 7:00 p.m. East  
                       Room, Shery Reiter, hostess;  
                       Lynette Licht, topic 
Rachel:         Wednesday, Jan. 14, 1:30 p.m.,  
                       Fellowship Hall, Virgene Behrens, 
                       Hostess; Pastor, topic 
Esther Circle will no longer meet. 
             

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN WOMEN’S GUILD   
1/1/08 – 12/15/08 

                                                                                                PLUS             MINUS 
                                                   BROT FWD                   INCOME          EXPENSE               BALANCE 
Parish Nurse                                     $ 10.91                            $  0.00                 $ 0.00                         $10.91 
Esther Circle                                       47.30                              91.00                138.30                             0.00 
Lydia Circle                                      173.39                            133.00                213.00                           93.39 
Rachel Circle                                       95.00                              45.00                    0.00                         140.00 
Mites                                                     0.00                            390.21                390.21                             0.00 
Coins For Christ/Mites                          0.00                            233.13                331.12                          (97.90) 
Quarterlies                                             0.00                            156.50                192.00                          (35.50) 
Hurricane Ike—Lydia                           0.00                              55.00                    0.00                           55.00 
Social Ministry                                  124.28                                0.00                    0.00                         124.28 
Gifts of the Heart                                89.18                         1,335.05             1,424.23                             0.00 
TOTAL RESERVES                  $   540.06                  $     2,438.89           $2,688.86                       $290.09 
General Fund                                     349.17                         1,261.20             1,226.73                         383.64 

TOTAL CASH FUNDS               $  889.23                      $ 3,700.09           $3,915.59                       $673.73 

TOTAL ALL FUNDS                  $  889.23                      $ 3,700.09           $3,915.59                       $673.73 
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 
 
1-2         Stephanie Buse 
1-2         Ashley Coffman 
1-2         Dorothy Subbert 
1-3         Elijah Ochsner 
1-3         Shelby White 
1-4         Renee Grimsman  
1-4         Terri Kramer    
1-4         Randy Stanzyk  
1-6         Marilyn Dryden   
1-6         Dawnie Richard 
1-6         Zac Reiling    
1-6         Aaron Rueter   
1-7         Don Oleson     
1-7         Patty Throckmorton 
1-7         Elyse Titus     
1-8         Sarah Osterlund 
1-8         Jim White      
1-9         John Panning 
1-10       Tyler Quandt 
1-11       Joelle White   
1-12       Tom Reiter      
1-14       Callie Erickson 
1-14       Diane Krogh    
1-14       Linda Magner    
1-14       Nathan Proctor 
1-14       Isaiah Warnke 
1-15       Sandra Snyder   
1-16       Kerry Kroeger       
1-16       Jon Mohr 
1-17       Derwin Gottsch   
1-19       Ralph Peters 
1-19       Leo Petersen  
1-20       Kelsey Anthony 
1-20       Jay Arnold 
1-20       Jeff Lower   
1-20       Henry Sonksen, Age 90    
1-20       Justin Thooft  
1-21       Joy Booth            
1-21       Eugene Johnson 
1-21       Bennett Schweers 
1-22       Gilbert Klindt 
1-22       Cailey Wilkins 
1-22       Roger Onken 
1-23       Sumer Hallgren 
1-24       Rayne Leymaster 
1-24       Hayden Thooft 
1-25       Amanda Jochims 
1-25       Jessica Karstens 
1-26       Abraham Janssen 
1-27       Sylvia Brinker 

1-27       Katie Johnson 
1-27       Vicki Puck 
1-28       Adam Schweers 
1-28       Pam Wess 
1-30       Noah Bender 
1-31       Scott Grimsman 
1-31       Craig Hansen 
1-31       Cameron Mendoza-Watson 

 

JANUARY  
WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 

 
1-2         Cal & Lola Peterson 
1-3         Tyler & Angie Dern 
1-4      Henry & Ella Sonksen - 69 yrs      
1-4         Rod & Tami Brant 
1-12       John & Jean Halbur      
1-17       Daru & Eileen Ross     
1-20       Jon & Carla Henson 
1-22       Alan & Luanne Anderson 
1-28       Ron & Cheryl Becker 
1-28       Ron & Renee Fricke       
1-30       Tom & Lisa Quandt      
 

Please call the church office at 792-4354 
weekday mornings if any of the above in-
formation is incorrect.  Thanks. 
 

NOVEMBER WORSHIP  
ATTENDANCE 

 

Date    Saturday    Sunday   Total 
11/2        81               131          212 
11/9        83               119          202 
11/16      90               116          206 
11/23      59               161          220 
11/30      74               122          196 
Avg.       77               130          207 
 

Thanksgiving:  55-52=107 
Sunday School Avg: 37 
Bible Class Avg.:  32   
Total Communed:  788 
 

OFFICIAL ACTS 
 

BAPTISM 
Dayton Michael Jenkins, infant son of  
Michael & Amber Jenkins    
 

ADULT CONFIRMATION 
Connie Boeing 
Amber Jenkins 
 

TRANSFER IN   
Ardith Sporleder from St. John Lutheran, 
Charter Oak, IA    
 

TRANSFER OUT 
Ben Bayless to Christ Memorial, Houston, 
TX 
 

NEW FUNDS ESTABLISHED 
 

Two new funds have been estab-
lished—one to replace the Carillon 
(church bells) at an estimated cost of 
$15,000. The second fund is for re-
placement of the Fellowship Hall 
flooring at an approximate cost of 
$40,000.  The projects will begin when 
all funds for that project are received.  
Memorial gifts may also be placed to-
ward these projects. 
Carillon Replacement 
Needed:                            $15,000.00 
Received to date:              $  1,738.00 
 

Fellowship Hall Flooring 
Needed:                            $40,000.00 
Received to date:             $   1,155.00 

 
����          ����          ����       

  
TREASURER’S REPORT 

November 2008 
 

Budget & Non-Budget Figures 
Bal. on Hand 10/31/08             ($ 3,961.36) 
Total Nov. Receipts                   27,262.27 
Total Nov Disbursements          22,480.58 
Bal. on Hand 11/30/08               $   820.33 
 
 

Actual Budget Figures for November 
Actual Nov. Budget Rects         $21,297.27 
Actual Nov. Budget Disb.           20,320.72 
        Overage for November      $    976.55 
 
Actual Budget Figures Year-to-Date 
Actual Budg.Rects thru 11/30 $209,496.75 
Actual Budg.Disb. thru 11/30    229,485.01               
    Shortage thru 11/30            ($ 19,988.26) 
 
African Missions/International Stu-
dents/Hispanic Ministry/LBT 
Total Needed for 2008               $9,000.00 
Received by 12/28/08                   9,414.10 

From the Finance Board: 
 
2009 Offering Envelopes are in 
your “mailbox” in the church en-
tryway.  Offerings received after 
Dec. 31, 2008 will be credited to-
ward your 2009 offering. 
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LECTORS: 
Jan. 3           Pastor          
Jan. 4           Pastor                
 

Jan. 10        Pastor            
Jan. 11        Pastor 
      

Jan. 17        Pastor               
Jan. 18        Deb Schmidt 
  

Jan. 24        Pastor           
Jan. 25        Pastor 
       
GREETERS: 
Jan. 3      Lisa Quandt/Sally Sullivan  
Jan. 4           Jerry & Sheryl Frehse 
 

Jan. 10        Arlo Jochims 
Jan. 11        Duane & Jewel Proctor 
 

Jan. 17  Bob & Betty Grundmeier 
Jan. 18        Vicki Grundmeier 
 

Jan. 24        Tom & Shery Reiter 
Jan. 25        Pearl Kurth 
 

Jan. 31        Max & Leona Sherwood 
Feb. 1          Ryan & Darlene Rueter 
           
ACOLYTES:  (Sunday Only) 
Jan. 4           Paige Licht   
Jan. 11        Mason Millard 
Jan. 18        Devan Dryden 
Jan. 25        Casey Howard 
 
ALTAR GUILD: 
Pat Beck, chairperson 
Jill Schweers 
Darlene Rueter 
Talena Bauck 
Kylie Licht  
 
 

 

ELDERS: 
Jan. 3 & 4         Mike Janssen 
Jan. 10 & 11     Scott Bauck 
Jan. 17 & 18     Jeff Hoffman 
Jan. 24 & 25     Larry Bayless 
Jan 31/Feb 1     Tracy Onken 
 
SATURDAY USHERS: 
Arlo Buck 
Don Meyer 
John Meyer 
Merlin Schau 
 
SUNDAY USHERS:  
To be decided 
 
HIGH SCHOOL USHERS: 
Jan. 4       Rebecca Riesberg 
                Zach Schroeder 
Jan. 11     Heather Schwarte 
                Shelby White 
Jan. 18     Desiree Davis 
                Sean Erickson 
Jan. 25     Kelsey Fagan 
                Andrew Karstens 
 

THE LUTHERAN HOUR 
 

The Lutheran Hour may be heard 
on Sundays on the following  
radio stations in our area: 
KAYL, 990 AM, Storm Lake,  
                                           10 a.m.  
KDSN, 107.1 FM, Denison, 
                                            6:30 a.m. 
KDSN, 1530 AM, Denison,  
                                           10:30 am 
 
Also available 24 hours/day on 
the Internet @ www.lhm.org    
Speaker: Rev. Ken Klaus 
 
Jan. 4—I Can Take it From 
Here 
God rescues us from our stubborn 
and sinful independence.(Matt.2:8) 
 
Jan. 11—That’s the Way It 
Works 
Not all religions are the same. Only 
Christianity proclaims: “Believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ and you will 
be saved.”  (Mark 1:4-5) 
 
Jan. 18—Come and See 
Jesus says to those who have over-
looked or undervalued Him, “Come 
and see.”  (John 1:50-51) 
 
Jan. 25—A Change in Plans 
Guest Speaker: Rev. Dr. Paul 
Devantier   Once you receive God’s 
wonderful gift of faith in Christ, you 
can be sure God has plans for you, 
and they may involve a change in 
your plans. (Mark 1:14-20) 

Worship Assistants for January 

12/21/08 
 
Dear St. Paul Congregation, 
     Hello to my fellow brothers and sisters in Christ. Thanks to all of you 
who signed my card. It means a lot to me while I’m sitting in this place dur-
ing the holidays.  Thanks to everyone who has had me in their prayers. Our 
family has gone through some horrid times this last year. Christ has kept me 
strong and safe.  Merry Christmas to everyone. Cherish these holidays with 
your families. 
                                       Merry Christmas, 
                                                    James Warnke 
 

Annual Reports due Jan. 10 
Annual Reports from all Board 
Chairpersons and Group Leaders 
are due in the church office by  
January 10, 2009. 
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From LCMS World Relief and Human Care, “Notes for 
Life”: 
Pro-life in the Real World 
A young Lutheran woman recalls how her early edu-
cation on life issues has helped her understand 
situations she and her friends find themselves in 
now.   By Adriane Dorr 
 
Apparently babies aren’t eco-friendly.  They consume too 
much, create too much waste, and take up too much 
space. They’re costly and inefficient and unproductive. 
And if that wasn’t enough, they cause overpopulation. 
 
To Lutheran ears, those notions sound ridiculous. But to a 
society intent on going green, babies are nothing more 
than an environmental hazard. As a result, a woman in 
Europe recently disclosed that not only did she have an 
abortion, but she had also been sterilized so as to leave 
the smallest possible carbon footprint on earth. Children, 
she insinuates, are killing the planet. 
 
If not for my Lutheran faith, it could be easy to agree with 
her. But since I was small, I have been taught about the 
sacredness of life, whether that of a baby girl or an elderly 
man. I was told that the world is sinful and broken. In 
Sunday school, I memorized the Fifth Commandment: 
you shall not kill. In family devotions I learned the mean-
ing from the Small Catechism: we should fear and love 
God so that we do not hurt or harm our neighbor in his 
body, but help and support him in every physical need. 
Finally, in high school, I took a Christian Marriage and 
Family class, and learned that the church always responds 
to those who disregard this (or any) commandment with 
the promise of forgiveness in Christ for the truly repen-
tant. 
 
But it doesn’t end there. As a Lutheran, I am still learning 
about God’s Word, realizing it is always relevant to the 
times. And more recently, all of those Lutheran truths that 
I learned as a child about the sacredness of a person’s life 
have begun to gel. They have done so because several 
couples confided in me of their desire for children. These 
couples played by the rules. They got married, found a 
good Lutheran church, have their lives in order, and are 
now hoping for children. But their prayers seem to have 
fallen on deaf ears.  For one reason or another, there are 
no babies. Hearing this, everything I learned about the 
sanctity of life while growing up started to make sense. 
I learned by listening — to Lutheran pastors, teachers, 
and my parents. I also listened while a friend cried on the 

phone, desperate for a child, wondering why the single 
mother next door with three children and a live-in boy-
friend could get pregnant but she could not.  I listened 
as another struggled to work through whether or not 
medical procedures to get pregnant were ethical. 
I listened as one tried to joke off her barren womb, call-
ing it a factory that was not only shut down but repos-
sessed, all the while hearing the hurt in her voice. These 
women all want nothing more than to have a child. 
They want to change diapers. They want to cuddle. 
They want to be mothers. 
 
If not for Lutheran catechesis, I would have seen these 
women differently. I would sympathize. I would send 
a card. But I wouldn’t understand. I would also see the 
European woman intent on saving the environment dif-
ferently. It would be easy to be repulsed. After all, she 
openly rejects God’s command to be fruitful, and she 
has built up her own idols of organic food and low-
energy light bulbs. But because of pastors, parents, and 
Sunday school teachers, I see her differently too. She is 
a sinner in desperate need of a Savior, just as I am. 
 
As a Lutheran, I am still learning, because a Light has 
shined in the darkness. In a world of death, I have 
learned that Christ has given life. In the midst of heart-
break, I have learned that Christ causes rejoicing. This 
does not mean that my friends won’t suffer as they wait 
for a child that may never come. It doesn’t mean they 
won’t be disappointed. It doesn’t mean they won’t hurt. 
But their (and our) hope is not in fossil fuels and green-
house gases. It is in Jesus Christ, and He has and 
will continue to work all things for our good. 
 

Adriane Dorr is currently enrolled in the Master of Arts 
in Religion program at Concordia Theological 
Seminary and is Managing Editor of Higher 
Things Magazine. 
 

Did You Know? 
Staff and clients from the Nadezshda (Hope) Lutheran 
Crisis Pregnancy Center in St. Petersburg, Russia, have 
crafted handmade greeting cards available for sale 
through LCMS World Relief and Human Care. Suitable 
for framing, many of the cards feature cross-stitched 
and hand-painted artwork. Proceeds will go to the crisis 
pregnancy center, which works to support women 
through pregnancy and childbirth, post-abortion coun-
seling, and chastity education.  For more information, 
contact LCMS World Relief and Human Care at 
1-800-248-1930, ext. 1380. 

Lutherans For Life 
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A Christ-centered fellowship sharing the 
one thing needful. 

St. Paul Lutheran Church 
Missouri Synod 

1844 Highland Drive 
Carroll, IA  51401-3573 

 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Worship with Holy Communion 
Saturday—5:00 p.m. 
Sunday—9:00 a.m. 
 
Sunday School & Bible Classes 
Sunday—10:30 a.m. 

Pastor David Anthony 
 

Pastor Brian Licht 


