
 
 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

Once again this year hurricanes have lashed 
out at the US coast.  Recovery from the devas-
tation wreaked by these powerful storms will 
take years.  The power and energy that such 
storms carry and unleash on anything in their 
path is horrific.  To experience standing at the 
center, at the eye, of such a storm would no 
doubt be terrifying—surrounded by what is 
known as the “eye wall,” one would only see 
the most violent part of the storm, a complete 
ring of thunderstorms containing the strongest 
winds of the hurricane.  
 

The human body simply is not built to with-
stand such forces and would certainly perish if 
left unprotected.  Human flesh is no match for 
hurricane force winds. 
 

The Apostle Paul writes about another kind of 
storm for which human flesh is no match.  Here 
is his description of his flesh meeting up 
against this storm: 
 

I do not understand my own actions. For I do 
not do what I want, but I do the very thing I 
hate. Now if I do what I do not want, I agree 
with the law, that it is good. So now it is no 
longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within me. 
For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that 
is, in my flesh. For I have the desire to do what 
is right, but not the ability to carry it out. For I 
do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not 
want is what I keep on doing.  Now if I do what 
I do not want, it is no longer I who do it, but sin 
that dwells within me.  So I find it to be a law 
that when I want to do right, evil lies close at 
hand.  For I delight in the law of God, in my in-
ner being, but I see in my members another 
law waging war against the law of my mind and 
making me captive to the law of sin that dwells 
in my members. Wretched man that I am! Who 
will deliver me from this body of death?  

Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! 
So then, I myself serve the law of God with my 
mind, but with my flesh I serve the law of sin. 
(Romans 7:15-25)   
 
Scholars have debated whether Paul is speaking 
of himself here before or after his conversion.  
Those who believe that some kind of super power 
is given to our human flesh when we are brought 
to faith in Christ hold to the view that Paul is 
speaking of himself before his conversion.  Those 
who rightly understand that nothing good dwells in 
our sinful human flesh, ever, realize that Paul is 
talking about the on-going struggle the believer en-
counters between his fleshly desires and the new 
creation he has become in Christ. 
 

Paul is the “I” at the center of this storm.  So are 
you.  Facing the storm of sin in our lives we join 
Paul in crying out in despair—“Who will deliver me 
from this body of death?”  Our flesh is no match for 
the storm of sin.  We need a shelter if we are to 
survive. 
 

That shelter has come for us.  That shelter has 
come in the flesh of Christ Jesus.  His flesh, which 
appeared to be no match for the storm when it 
hung on the cross, is now our shelter.  Jesus ab-
sorbed the full impact of the storm into Himself.  
And He continues to shelter us from the storm.  
You entered into His shelter through the waters of 
Holy Baptism.  Now you are protected by the solid 
walls of absolution, the Gospel, and the Lord’s 
Supper.  The storm of sin cannot prevail against 
these walls, because they stand firm on the foun-
dation of Jesus Christ.  The “I” in the storm is you, 
but you need not fear, because you are safe in the 
shelter of Christ’s Church.  In the name of Jesus.  
Amen. 
 
Pastor Licht 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
In [Christ] we have redemption through his blood, 
the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the 
riches of his grace, which he lavished upon us, in 
all wisdom and insight  (Eph. 1:7-8)   
 
We have been bought and paid for!  What was the 
price?   “His holy, precious blood and with His in-
nocent suffering and death,” the Catechism tells us.  
God made a commitment to pay that price for you 
before He created the world (Eph. 1:4).  He created 
the world for you, and He committed Himself to 
pay a price to buy you back out of sin by giving up 
His own Son on the cross for you.  That is some 
commitment! 
 
Commitment and love go together.  Jesus tells us 
that commitment is a necessary part of marriage—
“Therefore a man shall leave his father and his 
mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall be-
come one flesh” (Matt. 19:5).  Paul tells us that the 
commitment made in marriage is a reflection of 
Christ and His love for the Church (Eph. 5:31-33). 
 
Jesus, because of His love and commitment for us, 
willingly set aside His heavenly glory and gave up 
His life on the cross.  “Greater love has no one than 
this, that someone lays down his life for his 
friends” (John 15:13).  Jesus also taught that if we 
love Him we will pick up our cross and follow Him 
in living our life for God and in serving others. 
 
 
 

 
As a congregation we will be making a special 
point to celebrate God’s commitment to us during 
our services on the weekend of May 15 and 16.  
We are calling that Sunday “Consecration Sun-
day.”  We will be reminded of God’s loving com-
mitment to us and the commitment we in turn 
make to Him as those who have been bought with 
the price of His blood. 
 
Rev. Bob Riggert, Iowa District West’s Executive 
Assistant for Education, Youth and Stewardship 
will be our guest preacher for the weekend and on 
Sunday there will be a lunch served at 11:30 for us 
to enjoy fellowship with one another as God’s own 
Consecrated Stewards.  Please make plans to join 
us for worship and fellowship together that week-
end as the valuable, paid-in-full, sons and daugh-
ters of the kingdom of God that we are. 
 
In Christ’s Service, 
Pastor Licht 
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    Lutherans For Life 

Hope for the Infertile Couple 
by Rev. Dr. James I. Lamb 
(From LifeDate Magazine, Spring 2010) 
 

Infertile couples relate to Rachel’s cry, “Give me 
children, or I shall die!” ( Genesis 30:1). The desire 
for children is strong. Technologies offer hope, but 
can also be disappointing. However, that does not 
mean the Christian couple is without hope. 
 

Assisted reproductive technology (ART) offers hope 
for dealing with infertility. But 
ART does not always work and may present moral 
and spiritual problems. Infertile couples need a hope 
that does not fail. 
 

What God Does Not Promise 
Such hope can be found only in Jesus and His prom-
ises. But first it is important to note what God does 
not promise. Nothing in Scripture promises that chil-
dren are a right. Children are an “inheritance” from 
God (Psalm 127:3). The granting of an inheritance 
depends upon the will and goodness of the giver. 
 

God gives life (Job 12:10) and opens and closes 
wombs (Genesis 20:18; 29:31) according to His pur-
pose. God closed Sarai’s womb to emphasize Isaac 
as a child of promise (Galatians 4:27-28), and Eliza-
beth’s to show the importance of John the Baptist. 
Christian couples should never feel that infertility is 
punishment for sin. Christ took the curse of sin 
(Galatians 3:13) and suffered its punishment (Isaiah 
53:5). Infertility results from sin in general that sub-
jects our bodies to imperfections. Certainly infertility 
can be the consequence of bad choices, but most of-
ten it is due to circumstances over which couples 
have little control. 
 

As painful as infertility is, there is no promise that 
couples are entitled to conceive 
and bear children. Nor are they free to pursue tech-
nologies outside the “one flesh” union of husband 
and wife (Genesis 2:24) or those that involve the de-
struction of life. Sometimes Christians are called to 
accept their infertility as an opportunity to strengthen 
their faith and be a witness to others. 

 
Hope That Does Not Fail 
The unfailing promises of God are so important! 
We turn frequently to Romans 8:28: “And we 
know that for those who love God all things 
work together for good, for those who are called 
according to his purpose.” In spite of sin and im-
perfection, God carries out His plan for His people. 
God’s plan for an infertile couple might be a child 
for them to parent through adoption. 
 

Proverbs 3:5-6 gives another hope-filled promise: 
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do 
not lean on your own understanding. In all your 
ways acknowledge him, and he will make 
straight your paths.” Childlessness is hard to deal 
with. Leaning too heavily on our own understand-
ing can either lead to hopelessness or to remedies 
that may not please God. 
 

Abram and Sarai, for example, tried to deal with 
infertility by having Abram impregnate Sarai’s ser-
vant, Hagar. It only led to strife. Real hope comes 
from trusting that God directs our steps (Proverbs 
16:9). I remember a childless couple God led to be 
“parents” and spiritual mentors to hundreds of chil-
dren. They taught Sunday School for a total of 5 
years!  
 

A final and foundational promise: “God sent his 
only Son into the world, so that we might live 
through him.” (1 John 4:9). Infertile couples may 
have doubts and fears. But they need not doubt 
God’s love or fear being forsaken. God assures us 
of His love, not by blessings that He gives or with-
holds, but by the cross where He “purchased and 
won” us. God assures us of His presence through 
the empty tomb. People loved by an ever present 
God are never without hope! 
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                      Consecration Sunday 
                                is Coming! 
 

                          Sunday, May 16, 9:00 a.m.  
 
 

 
Mark that date on your calendar as a time of spiritual growth, fellowship, and commitment here at St. Paul.  May 16 
will be “Consecration Sunday,” the culmination of a biblically based stewardship education and commitment empha-
sis called Consecrated Stewards that focuses on raising people in Christian discipleship, not just raising money for 
the work of the church. 

To understand the Consecrated Stewards approach, you need to know that it is based on the biblical philosophy of the 
need of the giver to give for his or her own spiritual development, rather than on the need of the church to receive. It 
is not based on the budgetary needs of the church, but on the desire to have each person grow in discipleship. Oppor-
tunity for growth in discipleship will take place from now until May 16.                     

· Encouragement and resources for prayer. 

· Celebration of the various ministries of our congregation. 

· A series of Bible studies on Sunday morning with a unique Lutheran perspective on finding purpose and mean-
ing in their spiritual growth.    

· Consecration Sunday activities on May 16, including: 

-     Opportunity to make a faith-based commitment during the worship service. 

-     A special fellowship and Celebration Luncheon for all the St. Paul family. 

The encouragement to commitment on Consecration Sunday takes place within the context of the morning worship 
service. Our Guest Leader will conduct a brief period of instruction and inspiration, and then ask our attendees and 
members to respond to God’s leading through a financial commitment that will enable our church’s missionary, be-
nevolent, and educational ministries in this community and around the world. 

Every attendee and member who completes a response card does so voluntarily by attending morning worship on 
Consecration Sunday. We also urge people to attend who feel strongly opposed to completing a card. The procedure 
is done in such a way that no one feels personal embarrassment if he or she chooses not to fill out a card. Consecrated 
Stewards works with people where they are and when they are ready. Members make their commitments as a confi-
dential act of worship. 

We will do no home solicitation to ask people to complete cards. Since we will make no follow-up visits to ask peo-
ple to complete their cards, we will make every effort to inform, inspire, and commit everyone to attend Consecration 
Sunday worship. 

Thanks in advance for your enthusiastic participation in our Consecrated Stewards events. 

Sincerely, 

Mike Janssen 

General Chair of the Consecrated Stewards Team 
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Registration for Little Lamb 

Preschool 
for the 2010-2011 school year has begun.  

Students must be 3 by 
                  September 15, 2010,  

                      and potty trained. 
Three-year-old classes are Tuesday & Thursday, 

8 a.m.—11 a.m.  Tuition is $60 per month. 
Four & Five-year-old classes are 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 
From 8 a.m.—11 a.m.  Tuition is free. 

A $15 Registration Fee must accompany all  
Registration forms and are available on the 

Preschool bulletin board. 
If you have any questions, contact 
Durene Eisenbacher at 792-9455. 
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ST. PAUL LUTHERAN WOMEN’S GUILD   
1/1/10 – 4/19/10 

                                                                                                PLUS             MINUS 
                                                   BROT FWD                   INCOME           EXPENSE               BALANCE 
Parish Nurse                                       $ 0.00                            $  0.00                $ 0.00                           $0.00 
Lydia Circle                                        35.39                              43.00                 45.00                           33.39 
Rachel Circle                                       30.00                              41.55                   0.00                           71.55 
Mites                                                     0.00                            121.35               121.35                             0.00 
Coins For Christ/Mites                          0.00                                0.00                   0.00                             0.00 
Quarterlies                                             0.00                                0.00                   0.00                             0.00 
Social Ministry                                  124.28                                0.00                   0.00                         124.28 
Gifts of the Heart                               650.00                              50.00               650.00                           50.00 
New Christmas Decorations                  0.00                            150.00                   0.00                         150.00 
 
TOTAL RESERVES                   $  839.67                     $     405.90             $816.35                       $429.22 
General Fund                                     448.58                            673.50               273.54                         848.54 

TOTAL CASH FUNDS           $  1,288.25                      $ 1,079.40          $1,089.89                    $1,277.76 

 

��������



 

�������������������������������������� ������������������� �������������������� � 	 � � � 
 � � � � � � 
 � � � � �

MAY BIRTHDAYS 
 
5-1         Ray Berndt      Age 91 
5-1         April Marquardt           
5-4         Russell Hansen 
5-4         Mickey Orcutt 
5-4         Deb Henry      
5-4         Faith Johnson  
5-5         Camryn Schable 
5-6         Gabrielle Howard 
5-6         Keith Schirck       
5-7         Pastor Licht    
5-7         Jared Mohr 
5-7         Janet Mosman       
5-7         Trevor Toft       
5-8         Zander Richards 
5-8         Leon Schoenfeld 
5-9         Kaleb Johnson 
5-10       Koty Langford 
5-10       Taylor Mohr 
5-11       Kody Brinker        
5-11       Pearl Kurth         
5-12       Nic Buck 
5-12       Shirley Johnson 
5-12       Michael Woodhouse 
5-13       Darlene Rueter 
5-13       Ruthana Witt        
5-14       Terry Jensen        
5-15       Alexander Bayliss 
5-15       Gary Carter       
5-15       Connie Dentlinger 
5-15       Cassia Onken   
5-16       Milda Malone    
5-16       Verlene Nappe 
5-17       Kevin Flathers 
5-17       Dylan Gottsch 
5-17       Angie Johnson      
5-17       Camron Schweers 
5-18       Lisa Nelson 
5-19       LoAnna Meiers      
5-19       Adilyn Quandt 
5-19       Lucas Smith 
5-19       Elizabeth Vorsten 
5-20       Cindy Beck        
5-20       Lowell Stammer    
5-22       Ed Holstein   Age 91 
5-22       Misty Thooft    
5-22       Eric Niceswanger     
5-23       Mia Nagl 
5-24       Kurt Rohrbeck 
5-24       Kalina Schoenfeld 
5-24       Ardith Sporleder 
5-25       Pam Stanzyk 
5-26       Shari Oleson          
5-26       Logian Schagt 
5-27       Dani Dryden 
5-27       Tara Raymond    

 

5-29       Bernice Bliss 
5-29       Kim Renning     
5-30       Violet Boell         
5-30       Brian Warnke     
5-30       Leah Widdel       
5-31       Steve Erickson    
5-31       Jerry Frehse     
 

��� �           ��� �           ��� �                      
               MAY 
           WEDDING 
     ANNIVERSARIES 

 
5-1         Don & Shari Oleson 
5-2         Troy & Lisa Auen        
5-3         Jim & Tami Biggerstaff  
5-4         Steve & Cindy Erickson 
5-5       Dale & Bonnie Berns – 53 yrs       
5-10       Jason & Kelly Beckman 
5-16       Lon & Janet Mosman    
5-26       Ron & Angie Johnson          
5-27       Mike & Jackie Dryden     
 

Please call the church office at 792-
4354 if any of the above information is 
incorrect or if your birthday or anni-
versary is omitted.  Thanks 
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OFFICIAL ACTS 

 

Affirmation of Faith  
Ashley Flathers 
 

Transfer Out 
Joseph Eisenbacher to Memorial 
  Lutheran, Ames, IA 
Death 
Donna White 
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MARCH ATTENDANCE 
 

               Saturday   Sunday     Total 
3/7                 80           119          199 
3/14              100          127          227 
3/21               68           123          191 
3/28               64           119          183 
Avg.              78           122          200 
 

Pastoral Care Visits for month: 90 
Sunday School Avg.: 28 
High School Bible Class: 7 
Adult Bible Class Avg.: 28 
Total Communed: 628 
Ash Wednesday 51-70=121 
Lenten Average: 40-69=109��� �

��� �

 
TREASURER’S REPORT 

March 2010 
 

Budget & Non-Budget Figures 
Bal. on Hand 2/28/10                $ 1,018.90 
Total Mar. Receipts                    18,232.46 
Total Mar. Disbursements          26,363.60 
Loan from other funds*               7,000.00 
Bal. on Hand 3/31/10                  $ (112.24) 
 
 

Actual Budget Figures for March 
Needed each month for Budget  $23,191.42 
Actual Mar. Budget Rects          $17,240.35 
Receipts short for Budget           $ 5,951.07 
Actual Mar. Budget Disbur.       $25,479.60        
Shortage for March                    $  8,239.25 
 
Actual Budget Figures Year to Date 
Needed Y-T-D                           $69,574.25 
Actual Budg.Rcts Y-T-D             62,466.59 
Shortage for Budg. Y-T-D             7,107.66 
Actual Budg Disb Y-T-D             67,962.80 
Shortage  for Budget Y-T-D          5,496.21 
 
Scholarship Fund Loan Bal.      $3,000.00 
*Borrowed                                     7,000.00 
Balance on Loan                       $ 10,000.00 
 
African Missions/International Stu-
dents/Hispanic Ministry/LBT  
Total Needed for 2010               $9,000.00 
Received by 4/18/10                     2,437.00 
 

 

Christian Fiction Book Club will 
meet on Sunday, May 16, at 7:00 pm 
in the East Room at Church.  We will 
be reading Homicide at Blue Heron 
Lake by Susan Page Davis and 
Megan Elaine Davis. Everyone is 
welcome even if you have not read 
the book. Bring a snack to share.  If 
you have any questions, contact Jan 
Wess at 792-4891. 
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LECTORS: (Sunday Only) 
May 2          Pastor 
May 9          Neil Trobak 
May 16        Pastor 
May 23        Deb Schmidt 
May 30        Pastor 
       
GREETERS: 
May 1          Amos Asmus  
May 2          Carolyn Dammann 
 

May 8          Arlo Jochims 
May 9          Misty Thooft 
 

May 15  Ken & Rosemary Beckman 
May 16        Vicki Grundmeier 
                              

May 22        Pat Beck 
May 23        Duane & Jewel Proctor 
 

May 29        Doug & Gaye Beckman 
May 30        Ethel Petersen 
 

 
ACOLYTES:  (Sunday Only) 
May 2          Tyler Harmening  
May 9          Samantha Johnson 
May 16        Jamie White 
May 23        Maddie Pate 
May 30        Paige Licht 
 
GRADES 5-8 USHERS 
May 2          Maddie Pate 
May 9          Paige Licht 
May 16        Hannah Clausen 
May 23        Devan Dryden 
May 30        Gabrielle Howard 
 
ALTAR GUILD:  
Shirley Sunderman, Chairman 
Ethel Petersen 
Kyle Halbur 
Misty Thooft 
Carla Henson 
 

ELDERS: 
May 1/2       Scott Bauck 
May 8/9       Joe Eisenbacher 
May 15/16   Larry Bayless 
May 22/23   Tracy Onken 
May 29/30   Mike Janssen 
 
 

SATURDAY USHERS: 
Arlo Buck 
Don Meyer 
John Meyer 
Merlin Schau 
 
 

SUNDAY USHERS:  
Tracy & Cheri Onken 
JT Miller 

Worship Assistants for May 
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The last day of Sunday School is May 16.  All children will be 
singing in church that morning and are invited to a Carnival at 
the end of Sunday school classes. 
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The last day for Weekday Confirmation 
Classes will be Wednesday, May 5.  
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The last day of Preschool is Friday,  
May 14. 
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Vacation Bible School is July 12-16, focusing on the Church’s 
Anniversary with activities centered on sharing.  Volunteer 
teachers and helpers are needed. Contact Cari Poock at 792-
2152 to volunteer.  VBS Registration Forms will be available 
May 16. 
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Most Boards Night & Council will meet 
Thursday, May 20 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
May is Better Hearing and Speech Month.  More than 
30% of people over the age of 65 have some type of 
hearing loss.  14% of those between 45 and 64 also have 
hearing loss.  Research shows that hearing loss can affect 
relationships, school performance, job productivity, and 
emotional well-being. 
These are things to consider if you think you have a 
hearing loss: 
1.    You frequently complain that people mumble, 

speech is not clear, or you hear only parts of conver-
sations when people are talking. 

2.    You often ask people to repeat what they say. 
3.    Your friends or relatives tell you that you don’t seem 

to hear very well. 
4.    You do not laugh at jokes because you miss too 

much of the story. 
5.    You need to ask others about the details of a meeting 

that you just attended. 
6.    Others say that you play the TV or radio too loudly. 
7.    You cannot hear the doorbell or the telephone. 
8.    You find that looking at people when they talk to 

you makes it somewhat easier to understand, espe-
cially when you’re in a noisy place or where there 
are competing conversations. 

An audiologist can determine the degree of hearing loss, 
the type of hearing loss, and treatment options.  If a hear-
ing evaluation indicates that a hearing condition cannot 
be medically or surgically treated, additional testing may 
be done to determine if hearing aides would be benefi-
cial. 
If you think you have a hearing loss problem, talk with 
your health care provider to schedule hearing loss 
evaluation. 
(Information provided from the American Speech-
Language-Hearing Association www.asha.org).   

In His Service, 
Darlene Rueter, RN                                                         
St. Paul Parish Nursing                                                                              
rrueter2642@msn.com 

From the Parish Nurse ~ 
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To receive this Newsletter by email,  

contact Donna at  
stpaul@stpaul-ia.com   

   Also remember to let her know if your     
                    email address changes.  

THE LUTHERAN HOUR 
 

The Lutheran Hour may be heard on Sundays on the fol-
lowing radio stations in our area: 
KAYL, 990 AM, Storm Lake, 10 a.m.  
KDSN, 107.1 FM, Denison, 6:30 a.m. 
KDSN, 1530 AM, Denison, 10:30 am 
 

Also available 24 hours/day on the Internet @ www.lhm.
org   Speaker: Rev. Ken Klaus 
 

May 2 — And Who Else? 
Mark Twain’s cynicism and doubt undermined his wife’s 
Christian faith. The world may laugh at the Savior but He is 
still the only One who can wipe away every tear and make all 
things new. (Revelation 21:4-7) 
 

May 9 — Judging 
Judge not? In truth, Christian parents are obligated to teach 
their children how to judge right from wrong, and to discern 
what is true from what is false. (John 5:1-9) 
 

May 16—A Word of Warning 
Are you ready for the day of Jesus’ return? He has promised it 
and it will happen. Will you be ready? (Rev. 22:7-11) 
 

May 23—The Right Name 
Antique appraisers know that an object associated with a big 
name is worth considerably more at auction. Being connected 
to the right Person is incredibly important when it comes to 
our eternal salvation. (Acts 2:21)  
 

May 30—The Hall of Heroes Guest Speaker: Chaplain 
Mark Steiner  All the heroes of faith had something in com-
mon: they were sinners and they knew it. By the power of the 
Holy Spirit, they repented and trusted in God’s promise of for-
giveness through Christ. (2 Samuel 23:8) 
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St. Paul Lutheran Voters’ Meeting 
April 11, 2010 

Call to order —1:30 p.m. 
Devotions —Pastor Anthony—Revelations 1: 4-18 
Secretary’s report —approved 
Treasurer’s report —approved 
Board reports 
Elders —Mike Janssen—addressing the 4 critical is-
sues of the congregation 

·    Getting members to church/lack of participa-
tion—roadblocks are limited availability of 
volunteers and difficulty scheduling visits. 

·    Depleting finances—Consecrated Stewards 
program April 18-May 16. It is based on the 
need of the giver to GIVE, not the need of 
the church to receive; it is a stewardship edu-
cation and commitment emphasis; it is based 
on Biblical principles of %-based, grace-
motivated, sacrificial giving; it ties the com-
mitment process to the act of worship. 

·    Theological illiteracy and congregational atti-
tudes—Both critical issues are being ad-
dressed in Consecrated Stewards as well as 
in the Mission In Mercy Outpost.  

Education —Aaron Poock 
·    Confirmation May 2 for Cody Davis 
·    Confirmation and midweek classes end on 

May 5. 
·    Sunday School enrollment 100 with 30% at-

tending.  
·    April 25 is last day of regular Sunday School; 

also Teacher Appreciation Day and carnival 
·    Classes will participate in the “Consecrated 

Stewards” program from April 25 to May 16 
·    Little Lamb Preschool—9 enrolled currently; 

4 registered for fall classes. 
·    Sunday School Soup Supper March 7 served 

120 people and profited $650. Thanks to all 
who helped make it a success. 

·     Easter Egg hunt on March 27 was attended 
by 18 children plus their parents.  

·     VBS will be the week of July 12, focusing on 
the church’s anniversary with activities cen-
tered on sharing.  

Trustees —Darlene Rueter for Ryan Rueter 
·     Thanks to all who helped with snow removal 

and with trimming and branch removal. 
Finance —Lowell Stammer 

·     General Fund needed in March was $21,407; 
received $17,200.35; shortage $4,027.13 for 

             month; shortage $7,107.72 YTD. 
·      Special Missions needed in March was 

$692.32; received $749.00; surplus of $56.68 
for March; shortage of $177.04 YTD. 

 

Evangelism —Pastor Anthony for Jackie Dryden—see 
Outpost report below 

 

Older Adult Ministry —Jan Hoff 
·      Monthly, attend communion service at Carroll 

Health Center. 
·      As scheduled, attend devotional services at 

Mallard View, the Manor, and St. Anthony Nurs-
ing Home. 

·      Send birthday cards to nursing home residents 
and shut-ins. 

·      Check hearing aid units regularly. 
·      Update the magazine rack next to the East 

Room. 
·      Assist with bingo at the Carroll Health Center 

occasionally. 
Human Care 

·      Puts reminders in bulletins and newsletters to 
ask for assistance when needed. 

·      Puts Carroll County Human Care Services con-
tact information in the newsletter. 

·      Currently an electric lift chair is available for a 
member in need. 

·      Manages list of drivers to bring members from 
Mallard View to Sunday Church and Bible 
Class.   

·      A fire evacuation plan has been developed, and 
a tornado emergency plan is being developed. 

·      In January a door offering received funds for 
Haiti victims. 

·      Carroll Community of Concern Food Pantry has 
identified an “item of the month” to keep its 
shelves stocked:  February—Tuna helper; 
March—dishwashing liquid; April—pancake mix 
and syrup. 

·      Sunday Morning Bible Class will provide funds 
for a case of 24 Bibles to be available through 
the Mission In Mercy Outpost. 

Youth —Pastor Licht and Ralph von Qualen 
·     Talena Bauck stepped down as chairperson but 

continues to meet with youth on Wednesdays. 
·     Funds are on track for National Youth Gathering 

with proceeds yet to be tallied for Easter Break-
fast, the plant sale, the meat sale, the butter-
braid sale. 

·     The youth cleaned up storm damage at the 
church, both parsonages and one residence in 
return for money anonymously donated to the 
youth for that purpose. 
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Pastoral Report —Pastor Licht 
7 baptisms 
             Ian Scott Quandt (Rana and Scott Quandt) 
             John Michael Janssen (Aimee and Mike Janssen) 
             Ramsey Charles Gottsch (Crystal Gottsch) 
             Trent Nathan Truitt (Jessica Jacobs) 
             Jillian Eve Jacobs (Jessica Jacobs) 
             Jaggar Ian Jacobs (Jessica Jacobs) 
             Brittany Lyn Tornow (Jennifer and Keith Tornow) 
4 deaths 
             Robert Sterns 
             Leota Johnson 
             Lois Rungee 
             Donna White 
 

Mission In Mercy Outpost Report —225 4th Street—
Thomas Plaza…775-2262 (Report is for March, not full 
quarter.) 

·     Met or far exceeded measurable objectives in all 
areas. Many people have been helped. 

·     Open approximately 53 hours per week, including 
9 – 5:30 daily, every weekday evening plus Satur-
days.  

o Monday—5:30 AA 
o Tuesday—6:30 ESL 
o Wednesday—4:30 Bible Study, 5:30 AA 
o Thursday—5:30 Alanon, 6:30 ESL 
o Friday—8:00 a.m. Women’s AA 
o Saturday –Noon NA 
·  Twenty-nine volunteers and one fulltime pastor 

served the outpost mission in March. 
·  Helped a rape victim, helped a woman move, 

helped a man get to a shelter, helped a person get 
reconnected to a church, taught Bible Study cen-
tered on the movie The Passion of Christ. 

·  Received a donated computer which is being ser-
viced for operation. 

·  Being considered for both Ablaze and LWML 
Grants. 

·  Will speak at the Rotary Club meeting April 26. 
·      Will write article for Lutheran Witness. 
·      A lady from Audubon will be volunteering at the 

Mission. 
·      A man has volunteered produce from his garden 

this summer.  
 

Camp Okoboji Report —Jerry Frehse 
·      Iowa District West has operated Camp Okoboji for 

70 years. 
·      The camp operated in the red last year. Staff 

changes and an increase in fees will offset the 
deficit. 

·      Of the five church camps around Lake Okoboji, 
ours is the cheapest to attend. 

·      Many new programs have been implemented in 
the last few years to attract more camp users. 

·     In the last 10 years, 4 LCMS camps have com-
pletely closed. We need to support our camp.  

·     Volunteer weekend is April 24/25. 
 

Anniversary Committee Report —Vicki Grundmeier 
·     Time line is being constructed in the Fellowship 

Hall. 
·     A picture directory will be made this fall. 
·     Former pastors and vicars have been contacted 

in the hope they can attend 1 or more of the festi-
val days. 

·     The stained glass windows will be featured in a 
service. 

·     An organ recital is planned.  
·     There will be special banners inside and outside. 
·     The old communion rail (from before remodeling) 

is being transformed into a crucifix.  
·     A float will be made to enter in area parades.  

Old Business 
·  The Financial Review Committee formed at the last 

voters’ meeting has met twice.  The committee con-
sists of Mark Harmening, Lowell Stammer, Ray 
Brownlee, Pat Beck, Barbara Brockelsby, Reese 
Abbe.  

·  They used the financial review package as found in 
the congregational Treasurer’s Manual. They per-
formed the review at the request of the congregational 
chairman and in accordance with the constitution and 
bylaws of our church. The following recommendations 
were presented: 

·  Add an additional person on the Scholarship Fund 
committee. 

·  Review the possibility of moving the Memorial Funds 
Pioneer Account to an LCEF fund. 

·  Keep all voided checks and write check numbers on 
all the bills as they are paid.  

·  Make this Financial Review an annual event.  
 

New Business 
· Pearl Kurth moved that the new chalice be paid for 

from the Memorial Fund; seconded by Darlene 
Rueter; approved.  

 
Adjourned 2:22 p.m. 
Shari Toft, Secretary 

 

 
 
 
 

Mission in Mercy Outpost, 225 4th St.—Thomas Plaza 
Phone: 775-2262 
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April 30-May 2    Spring Volunteer Weekend 
May 2                 Camp Benefit Brunch 
June 6                Camp Benefit Brunch 
June 6-12           Okoboji Girls Basketball or 
                              Volleyball Camps 
                           Life Aquatic Camp 
June 12              Auxiliary’s Annual Quilt Auction 
June 13-15         Kids’ Kamp for children grades K-2 
                           3 days/2 nights  Campers must be 
                           accompanied by parent, grandpar- 
                           ent, aunt, uncle or mentor 
June 13-16         Calm Down Retreat (Grades 9-12) 
                           A time to rest, meditate & reflect on 
                           God’s Word. Also swimming, biking
                           canoeing, fellowship. Early Bird  
                           Registration $144 by 5/13/10.  
                           After May 13, $164 
June 17-19         LWML Convention 
June 27-July 2    Building Families of Faith Retreat 
                           Designed for young families 
July 4                  Camp Benefit Brunch 
July 4-10            July 4 Family Retreat 
                           Activities for the whole family 
July 11-17          IDW Junior High Week for those  
                           who have completed Grades 6-8. 
                           Bible Study, cabin devotions,  
                           campfire devotions, sports, crafts,  
                           a dance, talent show and much  
                           more. Early Bird Discount $235 by 
                           June 11. 
July 15-18          Ginny DeWall Joy Camp 
July 18-24          Concordia Cub Week for those  
                           who have completed Grades 3-6.  
                           Early Bird Deadline June 18. 
July 25-31          IDW Youth Week for students who  
                           have completed Grades 8-12.  
                           Early Bird Deadline June 25. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
August 1           Camp Benefit Brunch 
August 1-7        Family Retreat I 
August 8-14      Family Retreat II 
August 20-22    Saints Alive 
Sept. 24-26      Boomers & Beyond 
Oct. 1-3            Fall Volunteer Weekend 
 
Discounts may be earned for the various camps 
and scholarships are available.   
Visit www.campokoboji.org for details. 
A limited number of registration booklets are avail-
able in the Narthex. Help yourself. 
 
Volunteer Counselors are also needed at the 
Camp. Application forms are available in the Nar-
thex and on the Camp’s website  
                                   www.campokoboji.org 
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Adam Onken 
801 Seminary Place 
Clayton, MO 63105 
April 15, 2010 
 
Dear Members of Saint Paul, 
    Greetings in the name of our risen Lord and Sav-
ior! I would like to express my sincerest gratitude for 
your significant support of my seminary education, 
both financially and with your prayers and encour-
agement. It is truly an honor and a blessing to have 
the support of my home congregation as I continue 
my preparation for ministry. Thanks to your gener-
ous willingness to support my education, you help to 
relieve the significant financial burden that accompa-
nies the blessing of a Seminary education. 
     Last quarter I had the opportunity to take a lighter 
load of classes than usual, which allowed me to be 
able to assist an academic team at Lutheran High 
School South. While I have no official training as an 
attorney, through consistent and long-term participa-
tion in Mock Trial from junior high through the pre-
sent as student participant, judge, and coach, I’ve had 
the opportunity to not only hone my abilities as a 
public speaker and teacher, but to assist future gen-
erations of students in developing and honing the 
ability to write,  speak, and think critically through 
the exercise of a mock trial. I enjoy the opportunity 
to engage students and share not only a better under-
standing of a legal system, but also to assist them as 
they continue to develop as young adults.  
   As for my classes, I had the opportunity to take 
courses on team ministry, the role of a pastor as a 
teacher, and one focused on the Psalms and writings 
in Hebrew. The Psalms and Writings course was an 
intensive study in the third section of the Old Testa-
ment, and as the title would suggest, it focused on 
reading and interpreting Hebrew Poetry as found in 
the Psalms. While it certainly can be a stretch to fully 
and adequately understand poetry in English, adding 
the difficulty of distance in culture and language fur-
ther complicates things! Even still, the Psalms have 
been one of the Church’s most-loved books through-
out most of its history, and the ability to access the 
poetry in its original language certainly opens a new 
and deeper understanding of the texts. 
 

     During my Pastor as Educator course, we spent 
6 weeks learning about educational theory and 
practice as well as the best practices for supporting 
Christian education in the role of a pastor. We also 
had the opportunity to spend three weeks in a 
classroom where we were observed and encour-
aged by full-time teachers. The practicum was 
helpful for having the opportunity to actually put 
into practice some of the skills and theory that we 
had been taught in a classroom. For me, the oppor-
tunity to speak with a full-time teacher and receive 
guidance from her was a great help and a great gift. 
     The campus is currently abuzz with energy as 
April 27th approaches: concluding students will be 
receiving calls and second year students like my-
self will be receiving our vicarage assignments. I 
am excited for the opportunity to step outside the 
classroom and into a parish to be able to learn and 
grow with the full-time support of my supervising 
pastor and congregation. Though it is less than two 
weeks away, I plan to write to you again with an 
update about where I’ll be serving for the next 
year, as well as more information about the current 
spring quarter’s challenges and blessings. I will 
also include a current photo for you to be able to 
put a face with my name.  
     I pray for God’s richest blessings on you as you 
continue to celebrate our Savior’s resurrection, 
thanks again for all of your support and prayers! 
 
Grace and Peace, 
Adam Onken 
 
712-830-9155 
aronken@gmail.com 
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Worship with Holy Communion 
Saturday—5:00 p.m. 
Sunday—9:00 a.m. 
 
Sunday School & Bible Classes 
Sunday—10:30 a.m. 

Pastor David Anthony 
 

Pastor Brian Licht 


