MEYER MISSION NEWS - July 2009
"Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the
King of Creation"

Dear Friends:

These familiar words to a great hymn
were sung at our 40th wedding
anniversary celebration held at
Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Herman,
Minnesota on June 7th. For Linda and
me it was a joyous event that gave us
the opportunity to gather together

with our family and our friends, visit
and reminisce. Milestone events also
provide a great opportunity to reflect
on all our Lord has done in each of
our lives. How quickly the Sunday
afternoon celebration was complete and
the celebration concluded. Life seems
to go like that. A sincere thank you

to our children and their spouses for
all of the preparations, planning, and
special remembrances that made the
whole day so special. "The Lord has
done great things for us, and we are
filled with joy," Psalm 126:3.

Speaking and visiting in lowa West and
Minnesota South for 2 weeks was very
encouraging to us. Our synod is

blessed with so many great Christians

- pastors and laity who no longer live

for themselves, but for Him who died

for them! Many are gifted in very

unique ways and being among them was a
refreshing joy for us.

Here in West Africa Christian marriage
is under attack just as it is in the

USA. Since tradition here allows men
to have more than one wife, and the

Muslim religion also allows the same,
The Bible stands boldly proclaiming

that one man and one woman unite
together for life! When this happens
there are great blessings to both the
man and woman. Children coming into a
loving, faithful relationship have the
security and love God planned for them
from the beginning.

The topic of Christian marriage is

part of almost every training

session we do in Sierra Leone, Liberia
and Guinea. Often we use Ephesians 5:
25 "Husbands love your wives just as
Jesus Christ loved the church and gave
himself up for her." The level of
devotion called for in this verse is
rarely seen or expressed and lies at
the heart of problems in family,
community and nation where promiscuity
is the accepted - cool - lifestyle.

(Thank you, Hollywood.) Christian
church leaders and members who are
faithful to their mates and love and
respect each other are truly lights in
this society. Society will improve as
Christian parents nurture and train

their children in Christian living.

This is a base for children to receive
other education that gives them
potential to be great citizens and
leaders.

After arriving back in Freetown,

Sierra Leone on July 7th, we took
delivery of the remaining 210 copies

of the "Agricultural Development
Course" from the printing company.

Rev. Yasseh had received 50 copies in
mid June. Based upon recommendations
of Rev. James Yasseh who now teaches
the Agricultural Development Course at
the Lutheran Training Center (CCTS
Jembe), Linda and | had earlier edited
the course in May before returning to
Minnesota. As this newsletter is

being written, students are studying

from the 175 page book, using it "hot

off of the press". It is available for
students to take home and teach

others. Thank you to LCMS World
Relief & Human Care for funding this
important resource. We were encouraged
upon arriving in Bo to learn from Rev.
James Yasseh that his students have



given him positive feedback about the
material early in the training.

Also Rev. Joseph Mansaray reported on
training in June in Bangnyeya village,
in which he began the session with the
Bible study titled "Honoring God with
Your Body". 1 Corinthians 6:18-20,
"Flee from sexual immorality. All
other sins a man commits are outside
his body, but he who sins sexually
sins against his own body. Do you not
know that your body is a temple of the
Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you
have received from God? You are not
your own; you were bought at a price.
Therefore honor God with your body."

Rev. Joseph then reported on conduct-
ing the training session titled

"Changes in the Environment" which
helps the people to realize how many
things have changed in the environment
in the last two or three generations.

Changes which people have noticed are:

a decrease in number of forests, lower
crop yields, and increase in
population. In the village where
Joseph taught, he asked, "Why aren't
harvests as big as in the past?" Some
people speculated that it is because
farmers are no longer pouring
traditional libations to the spirits

as their animistic religion required

to get a good crop. Joseph pointed out
from Scripture in 1 Corinthians 10

that such libations and sacrifices are
idolatry.

Once realizing that actions of humans
have led to problems, and that
environmentally West Africa is headed
for big trouble, the object is to

guide the farmers in how they can
effect positive changes that will
reverse the negative effects of slash
and burn agriculture. Other training
sessions on improving soll fertility

and soil conservation are covered once
people realize they can not just drift
along using the same destructive crop
producing practices as past
generations had.

2 Corinthians 5:15, "And He died for
all, that those who live should no
longer live for themselves but for Him

who died for them and was raised
again."

PRAYER REQUESTS

Thank God for 40 years of marriage,
family and friends along the way. "O
my soul praise Him."

Thank God for good results of Linda's
eye exam and dental check-ups and good
health during our 5 weeks in the USA.
"for He is thy health & salvation.”

Praise God for encouraging progress by
Lutheran leaders. Pray for safety in
travels, good health and blessings on
agricultural training in the three
countries we serve in West Africa.

FINANCIAL SUPPORT

Thank you to all who have contributed
gifts "for the support of Delano and
Linda Meyer." Address (without our
name on envelope) to:

LCMS World Mission, 1333 S. Kirkwood
Road, St. Louis, MO 63122-7295.
Inside the envelope designate your

gift for us on the check or in a note.

To contribute to our LCMS World Relief
& Human Care project, "Agricultural
Training in West Africa", designate &
send checks to: LCMS World Relief and
Human Care, 1333 S. Kirkwood Rd, St.
Louis, MO 63122-7295.

Your friends in Christ,
Delano and Linda Meyer

C/O Travis Torblaa
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