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May Pastorõs Quibbler 

òòóConfirmation and the Journey of Faithó 

 
  On May 2

nd
 we confirmed eight 8

th
 grade students. The history of Confirmation is really a garbled 

mess. It combines Biblical, cultural and cognitive ideas together into one moment that can often com-

municate things we really donõt want about what confirmation means. I want to talk about some of 

these misconceptions of confirmation because it matters not only for our confirmands but also for 

those who are still in confirmation classes and who have already been confirmed.  

ôConfirmation is like graduationõ  

This is one of those problems that has more to do with how we communicate and not actually what 

we believe. Confirmation is obviously not a graduation from anything, but we dress up our confirmands 

like they are graduates. We do all the events you would do on a graduation. Parties, gifts, photos and 

the like. Confirmation is not an end of anything it is the beginning of responsibility.  

Graduation, and by extension our view of confirmation, looks more like a leaving behind of some-

thing rather than a growth in something. We see confirmation as a chance to not do something rather 

than an opportunity to do something more. It should be seen like receiving the key to Mom and Dadõs 

car and not like going off to college where I can do whatever I want now. Confirmation should cause us 

to invite our confirmands to do more not to do less.  

ôConfirmation is an end to educationõ 

Since the vast majority of confirmation involves education in a classroom, (perhaps it shouldnõt) our 

confirmands and their parents have started to think this is the end of education and not the beginning. 

The faith is not something to be completed but to be enjoyed and to be explored.  

In any other aspect of life education in that thing you are doing does not stop. We change our re-

sponsibilities in that field but we never stop learning. If an educator only learned for four years for the 

rest of their educational career I would be deeply concerned for the students they teach. If a doctor 

stopped learning after college I would be afraid of them.  

If we stopped learning about our spouse or your kids we would be terrible partners and parents. In 

our relationship with Jesus our responsibilities will change, as they do for our confirmands but our 

learning is not over. It is only just beginning.  

 

Continues on page 2 

 

Volume 51 May  2021 Issue 5 



 

T  T  T     2     T  T  T 

    Continued from page 1  
 

ôConfirmation is about getting the Lordõs Supperõ 

Many members of our Church and most confirmands believe Confirmation is about 

receiving the Lordõs Supper. Once we have learned enough we can take the Lordõs     

Supper. Sadly, Confirmation has absolutely nothing to do with the Lordõs Supper. It is 

hard not to think this since confirmands take their first Communion at Confirmation. 

They have no actual relationship with each other.  

You donõt take communion because you have learned enough or even understand 

everything that is happening in communion. I assume no matter how much you have 

read you will never fully understand all that is happening in Communion. Of course, that 

does not mean we canõt understand how important it is. Confirmation is actually all 

about Baptism not about our ability to understand communion. 

 Confirmation is about the confirmands taking ownership of the faith they have been 

given by God in Baptism. Communion is a celebration of that faith we donõt have to earn 

communion by our learning or our education. The Lordõs Supper is always a gift not a 

goal to earn.  

  I pray that as we celebrate these 8 Confirmands taking this new step into              

responsibility for their faith. Confessing their faith and taking ownership that we would 

encourage them to take a larger role in the Kingdom and participating more and not 

less.  

this way, òBrothers and sisters, I do not consider that I have made it my own. But one 

thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press 

on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.ó  

  

Pastor Roehrig 

 What is that òSpecial Dateó in 

your life? 
 

Celebration of an Anniversary? 

Birthday? 
 

Or a Remembrance of  

Parent?  Spouse?   Child? 
 

Flowers on the Altar are a way                                 

to share the event with your church family.  

 

The signup sheet is on the bulletin board  

in the Narthex 



 

T  T  T     3     T  T  T 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May at St. Paul 

St.  Paul Members, 

 

Iõm writing to let you know about changes          

occurring in my life. Iõve resigned my teaching    

position to go back to school beginning in the 

end of June and continuing full time in the fall. 

Iõm   taking a class while I finish the school year 

which leaves me with less bandwidth for church 

duties. After Easter I  stepped away from the          

ensemble work entirely to have time to focus    

on whatõs next. 

It has been a joyous opportunity to serve the 

Lord with you these past years! I know He will 

continue to shower you with abundant        

blessings. 
 

Respectfully, 

 

Judy Panning 

 

 

Sunday, May 30th 

9:00 a.m. Worship Service 

Please join us as we say 

Farewell & Godspeed  

to Judy Panning who is leaving 

 for additional education  
 

 

 

The April Voterõs Meeting approved  

Briee Roehrig to serve as Choir Director, 

working with Music and the Choirs  

starting this fall.  

 

 

Church Clean Out Day 

Saturday, May 8th 

 

Volunteers are needed  

to help clean out some old unused items. 
 

The Trustees are bringing in a dumpster this 

week to clean out some of the items that  

havenôt been used for a-while 
 

Or that are in poor condition. 
 

Is there something that needs to go? 

Contact Joe Eisenbacher 

OUT WITH THE OLD, IN WITH THE NEW! 
 

We are Building a New Logo and Website! 
 

Our Voters approved a total of  

$7,500 Dollars  
towards our new project  

 

to build our Community Image  

through a new Logo and Website  

with the help of Biaka Works  
(A web design company).  

 

We are excited to show our visitors                   

and our community who we are as a Church  

through this project.   
 

The Congregation would like to raise the  

money for this project through                                

donations from our members.!  
 

If you would like to give a special gift  
with your regular giving please just mark it       

on your envelope as òIMAGEó                           

so that we can add it to our project fund.  
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Check -Up With The Parish Nurse  

 

May 2021 

 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

 

Lupus is a chronic disease that can cause inflammation and pain in any part of the body.  It is an        
autoimmune disease which means that your immune system—the body system that usually fights     
infections—attacks healthy tissue instead. 
 
Lupus most commonly affects your skin, joints, and internal organs like the kidneys and heart.  When 
people talk about lupus, theyôre usually talking about systemic lupus.  But there are four kinds of lupus.  
Systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE) is the most common form of lupus. 
 
No one knows what causes lupus but lupus and other autoimmune diseases do run in families.         
Experts also think it may develop in response to certain hormones like estrogen or environmental     
triggers; 9 out of 10 people with lupus are women. 
 
Common signs and symptoms of lupus include extreme fatigue, pain/swelling in the joints, swelling in 
the hands/feet, headaches, sensitivity to light, low fevers, and chest pain when breathing deeply.  
Many people with lupus will have a butterfly-shaped rash on the cheeks and nose, hair loss, sores in 
the mouth, or cold/numb fingers and toes.  Lupus symptoms may come and go and they can change 
over time. 
 
Diagnosing lupus can be challenging.  Thereôs no single test available for health care providers.      
Doctors will look at symptoms, medical history, family history, and lab tests to make a determination. 
There is no cure for lupus.  Treatment involves controlling symptoms and protecting your immune    
system and organs.  The right combination of treatment options takes time.  A rheumatologist and     
other specialists may be helpful depending on your symptoms and other medical issues.  Treating      
lupus is a team effort so itôs important to let your doctors know of any treatment side effects.  65% of 
people with lupus say that chronic pain is the most difficult part of lupus.  89% of people with lupus say 
that they can no longer work full-time because of lupus complications. 
 
Contact your health care provider if you have questions or concerns about your health. 

(Information was taken from the Lupus Foundation of America website).  

 

 

            In His Service, 

           Darlene Rueter, RN 

             St. Paul Parish Nursing 

 



 

T  T  T     5     T  T  T 

 

Counseling Services are available 
here at St. Paul with Karen Gotto: 

 

 To schedule an appointment  

or to refer a friend,  
 

call the Sioux City office  

@ 712.276.9000,  
 

the Fort Dodge Office      

@ 515.573.3138 
 

or statewide toll free 1.800.622.7285.  

ST. PAUL’S HUMAN CARE BOARD 

 

The shelves are still emptying quickly  

at the Community of Concern,  

so they still appreciate donations of any  

Any Food or Personal Care Items 
 

Thank you for your continued support! ! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Paulôs Human Care Board  

 

As more people are being vaccinated  

and Covid restrictions are being lifted,  
 

Human Care Board members  

will be delivering 

 And  as social distancing allows. 
 

weekly bulletins and  

quarterly  

Portals of Prayers  

MilitaryBible Sticks 
 

¶ A ministry of Faith 

Comes By Hearing 
 

 

¶ Pocket sized 
 

Military Tough! 
 

¶ Low light for safety in 

the field 
 

¶ A Donation of $25 

sponsors one service 

member and  his or 

her family 

QUILTERS 
 

The Quilters meet on Tuesdays  

at 1:00 p.m.  

 

They invite anyone who enjoys 

working with fabric, sewing                         

or who is just looking for                     

an afternoon out to join them.  

There are always other tasks that 

needed that do not require sewing. 

ALSOñJoin us at 3:00 p.m. 

For  Bible Study with Pastor 

Member NEEDS A Ride To Church  
 

We have an older member  

who needs a ride to church  

She is physically able to get in & out  

of vehicles by herself 

She lives in an apartment on 18th Street  

If you can help,  

Talk to Pastor for more information  

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjF6InEur3bAhWenoMKHXhCCwIQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Flfsiowa.org%2F&psig=AOvVaw211huh-3GPCQTC5lXqM0z7&ust=1528320190157743
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We recently received this note from Alaska Mission for Christ: 

 

Anchorage, AK 

March 8, 2021 

 

Dear St Paul Lutheran Church, 

 

Thank you so much for your generous donation.  Your contribution and commitment to partnering in 
mission makes it possible to continue the work of our Lord in Alaska! 

Alaska Mission for Christ is deeply committed to serving the people of our great state across culture, 
socio-economic status and location.  You are making this possible with your contribution!  

Your mission dollars are being put to great use in sharing the love of Jesus as the development of re-
gional Lutheran Mission centers in Fairbanks, Bethel and Juneau continues.  These centers will serve the 
holistic needs of their community through ministry focused in GodΩs Word, Sacraments and Mercy. 

 

The Lord is working through you to bring this good news of His Son, Jesus to many who are hurting in 
the world of darkness.,  The light of Christ is being brought to Alaskans by you!  What a huge blessing 
you are! 

 

Thank you for answering the call of the Holy Spirit to partner in the ongoing ministry of our Lord 
through AMC.  As you follow His lead, may He bless and strengthen you always.  

 

In Him alone,   

Jerry Simpson 

Executive Director 

St. Paulõs 2021 Special Mission Projects:  

$2,000 for ministry among Hispanics in western Iowa  

$2,000 for support outreach to internationals at Ames  

$1,000 for Alaska Mission for Christ 

$2,000 for LCMS missionary Rev. Carl Hanson in South Korea 

$2,000 for Lutheran Bible Translators in Ghana 

$2,000 for Rev. Christian Tiews and outreach to Moslems and  

    others in Germany 

$2,000 for Rev. Paul and Gena Nelson work in Indonesian and  

    South East Asia 

$1,000 to be used to equip members to share the gospel  

    message as approved by the church council 

MISSIONS ñ Alaskan Mission for Christ 



 

T  T  T     7     T  T  T 

 

 

Congratulations to our  

2021 Confirmamds! 
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Congratulations to our  

2021 Confirmamds! 
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2021 Confirmands 

2021 Confirmands 

Congratulations to our  

2021 Confirmamds! 
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Congratulations to our  

2021 Confirmamds! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

T  T  T     11     T  T  T 

Special Reminders for May 

Circles meeting in May will be going through the Bible Study òLife is Like Swiss Cheeseó. The 

Bible study can be found in The Spring Quarterly or on the website, LWML.org. òLife is like 

Swiss cheese. You can concentrate on the cheese or focus on the holes; itõs your choice. God 

knows many of the holes in your life have not been caused through any fault of your own. He 

also knows there are many solid blessings in your life too.  Concentrate on the solid parts.  

Donõt waste time on what isnõt there.ó  Want to be part of the discussion? Please join us. 

 

Ingathering for National Convention. Items for baby care are being collected for National 

Convention.  Please see separate article in newsletter. 

 

MITES, MITES, MITES. Your mites help support both National and District Mission Grants  

 

Highlighted Iowa West District Mission Grants 

ORPHAN GRAIN TRAIN ð CENTRAL IOWA BRANCH - $10,000 

God promises in John 14:18, òI will not leave you as orphans, I will come to you.ó Orphan 

Grain Train has been delivering shipments of meals and humanitarian aid in the U.S. and 

around the world, since 1992. The Central Iowa Branch, at Clemons, is an integral part of 

the OGT network. Staffed by Christian volunteers, their mission is òSharing resources and 

bringing Christõs name and character to needy people both far and near.ó The Branch 

assembles health kits, hygiene kits and layette kits from donated items, but some items 

are purchased. Shipping costs an average of $11.00 per box of relief supplies shipped. 

For more information visit www.ogt.org and check out the Central Iowa Branch link 

FINANCIAL AID FOR IDW STUDENTS - $25,000  

òSo then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those who 

are of the household of faith.ó Galatians 6:10 The world needs to hear Godõs grace in the 

Gospel. The church needs teachers, DCEs, and other commissioned workers to fulfill this 

ministry. The IDW Student Financial Aid Committee has made it a priority to provide fi-

nancial assistance to district students who are attending Concordia Universities, and 

planning careers in full time church work. Because of this grant many students will be 

able to say, òHere am I, send me.ó 

. 
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Prayer Chain Requests  

Darlene Warnke is the contact person 

    for the Prayer Chain.  

 Prayers may be requested by   

calling Darlene at 790-4314   

or emailing her at  

snowballwarnke@gmail.com 

 

Rachel Circle 

Topic:: 

Leann Baumhover 
+ 

Wed. May 12th 

1:30 p.m. 

Lydia Circle 

Deb Schmidtñ

Topic 

Tues. May 11th  

7:00 p.m. 

CIRCLES  

Both meet 

in the  

Fellowship 

Hall 

2021 LWML Convention,  

Running the Race, Looking to Jesusó  
 

Lexington, KentuckyñJune 24 -27  
 

You are encouraged to help us join the òraceó                   

as we serve the Lord                                                    

by collecting baby items  

to be distributed to needy families.  
 

Items that we are collecting include:  
 

baby shampoo and lotion,  

baby bath towels and wash cloths,  

clothing for sizes newborn-12 months,  

baby wipes, and small baby toys.  
 

All items should be new.  

Please bring your items  

to the collection area off the narthex  

From now until June 6th  
 

Thank you as we all  

serve the Lord with gladness!  

Need Access to the Church  

To set up Communion? 
 

We now have a Master lock Key box  

by the north narthex door.  
 

GUILD has a special code you can use 

 For access  to set up communion  

or return towels 
 

Contact Joe Eisenbacher 712-292-5613 

Or the office 792-4354 
 

For a code to get a key to open the door. 

Although itõs not the 4 legged type,  

it seems to have wandered off  

Itõs the mouse Brian Kuhlmann uses  

to build the announcement slides.  

It came up missing at the end of April 

If you find it, please bring it to the office.  

Thank you!  
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BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNTIES  

ALL WEEK LONG! 

SUNDAY SCHOOL / BIBLE STUDIES 

Weekly on Sundays at 10:15 a.m. 

Sunday School in Fellowship Hall 

 

Middle School Classes meet with RALPH! 

High School Group Meets with ADAM! 

Adult Bible Class in East Room with PASTOR! 

  

TUESDAY BIBLE STUDIES 

the West Room at 10:00 a.m.. 

A Study of the Book of Acts with Dale 

 

MIDWEEK CLASSES FOR GRADES 5-8 

Weekly on Wednesday evenings at 6:00 p.m. 

  

MENõS TABLE TALK 

Monthly on 3rd Saturday morning at 8:30 a.m.  

 

We are Godôs Family  

caring for  ALL FAMILIES!

~ 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

NEW BIBLE STUDY STARTING 

TUESDAY, MAY 4th at 3:00 p.m. 

In the Fellowship Hall 

 

LEADING THE CLASS 

Pastor  

 

TOPIC 

Themes of the Bible 
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The William and Elsie  

Bandow Scholarship 
 

Now accepting applications 
¶ From anyone planning to attend any  sem-

inary for the purpose of becoming a Pas-

tor in the Lutheran Churchñ Missouri Syn-

od 

¶ Anyone interested in becoming a parochi-

al school teacher in the Lutheran Church  -     

Missouri Synod 

¶ Is a resident of Crawford, Carroll, Sac, Ida, 

Monona, Harrison or Shelby Counties, Io-

wa. 

¶ Is open to seminary or college student         

candidates 
 

Scholarship applications are available  

in the church office. 

SCHOLARSHIP NEWS 

St. Paul Scholarship Fund 

The St. Paul Scholarship Fund has grant money 
every year that is disbursed to individuals or 
church groups for educational purposes?  

Interest, dividends, and other income earned  
by the principal funds in the previous year are 
utilized. 

¶ These funds are available to individuals       
studying for full-time professional ministry in 
LCMS,  

¶ for specialized training of members serving 
our congregation,  

¶ students going to a Synod school,  

¶ to a Board event or purpose that supports 
Christian education,  

¶ or to defray the educational debt of a called 
LCMS worker within our circuit.   

Can you think of an individual or church board 
that could benefit from this financial support?  

To apply: 
An individual or board needs to compose a     
letter to the Committee, stating the course of 
study or educational purpose for which they 
plan to use the scholarship funds  

and how the grant would benefit the individual, 
board, or church members.   

Grant recipients shall be chosen by the Com-
mittee and presented to the quarterly Voter's 
meeting for their approval.  There are limits to                  
disbursements.  $5,490 was requested and     
disbursed in 2019.   

Committee members are:                                     
Brian Widdel, Ralph von Qualen,                     
Barb Brockelsby, and Darlene Rueter. 

Darryl Jahn Memorial Scholarship 
 

The Alumni of Beta Sigma Psi Lutheran fraternity will 

be awarding three $2,000 scholarships to Lutheran 

gentlemen entering Iowa State University in the Fall 

of 2021. Applicants will be evaluated on their      

scholastic achievement and active participation in 

their communities and churches.  
 

Applications posted prior to January 5th, 2021 will 

be eligible for all three scholarships. If you are not 

selected for the first scholarship, however, and 

turned in an early application, your application will 

be reviewed for the second and third scholarships.  
 

Applications posted after January 5th but before 

March 20th, 2021 will be eligible for two of the three 

scholarships. Applications posted after March 20th 

but before July 1st, 2021 will be       eligible for the 

last scholarship.  
 

Apply at: 

 http://epsilon.betasigmapsi.org/scholarship/ 
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Gathering Verse: Colossians 1:15-20  

LCMS National Youth Gathering  (NYG) 

Houston, TXñJuly 9-13, 2022  

For those currently in Grades 7ñ11  

LCMSgathering.com  
 

A group from St. Paul will be going. 

Will you be going with us? 

WALK AROUND SWAN LAKE 
In May, we will be meeting on May 2nd &  

               May 16th   

 

 

We meet at the lower parking lot by the 

campground at 6:00 p.m. 

We invite you to join us! 

National Youth Gathering (NYG) 

 

òIn All Thingsó  

2022 LCMS Youth Gathering  

Houston, TX 

 

Registration will be this Fall  

NOW is the time to decide if you are going!  

Youth currently in Grades 7ñ11  

are eligible to attend  
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St. Paul Lutheran Church 
1844 Highland Drive 

Carroll, IA  51401-3573 
 

 

Phone:  712-792-4354 
 

Web Page:  www.stpaul-ia.com 
 

Facebook: òSt. Paul Lutheran Churchó 
 

Office: 
E-mail Addresses: stpaul@stpaul-ia.com 
 

 

Pastor Ryan Roehrig 
 

Phone: 631-456-2875 
 

Email: Pastor.roehrig@stpaul-ia.com

St. Paul Lutheran Church 
 

Worship with Holy Communion 

Saturdayñ5:00 p.m. 

Sundayñ9:00 a.m. 

 

Sunday Service is Live-Streamed on You Tube at : 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_EsbTHF-
j3HsJN93KuFOUQ/videos?view=2&flow=grid 
 

Recordings of the service can be accessed later on 
Sunday   at our website www.stpaul-ia.com 
Or at a link from our Facebook page  
 òSt. Paul Lutheran Churchó 
 

Little Lamb Preschool  Teacher/Director: 

Durene Eisenbacher  792-9455 
 

Church Office Secretary: 

Carol Onken  792-4354 

The Church Councilñ2021 

President: Brian Widdel 
Vice-President: Jerry Raymond 

Secretary: Shery Reiter 

 

Treasurer: Ralph von Qualen 

Elders: Joe Eisenbacher 

 Jeff Hoffman 

 Lew Orcutt 

 Bob Saunders 
 Dale Schmidt  

 Nick Schroeder 
 

Education: Elizabeth Trost  

Evangelism: Lew Orcutt 

Finance: Vicki Grundmeier 
Human Care: Darlene Rueter 

Older Adult  

   Ministry:   Need Chairperson 

Stewardship/ 

   Family Life: Cindy Naberhaus 

Trustees: Joe Eisenbacher 

Youth: Belinda Richards 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_EsbTHF-j3HsJN93KuFOUQ/videos?view=2&flow=grid
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_EsbTHF-j3HsJN93KuFOUQ/videos?view=2&flow=grid

