
 
 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

Once again this year hurricanes have lashed 
out at the US coast.  Recovery from the devas-
tation wreaked by these powerful storms will 
take years.  The power and energy that such 
storms carry and unleash on anything in their 
path is horrific.  To experience standing at the 
center, at the eye, of such a storm would no 
doubt be terrifying—surrounded by what is 
known as the “eye wall,” one would only see 
the most violent part of the storm, a complete 
ring of thunderstorms containing the strongest 
winds of the hurricane.  
 

The human body simply is not built to with-
stand such forces and would certainly perish if 
left unprotected.  Human flesh is no match for 
hurricane force winds. 
 

The Apostle Paul writes about another kind of 
storm for which human flesh is no match.  Here 
is his description of his flesh meeting up 
against this storm: 
 

I do not understand my own actions. For I do 
not do what I want, but I do the very thing I 
hate. Now if I do what I do not want, I agree 
with the law, that it is good. So now it is no 
longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within me. 
For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that 
is, in my flesh. For I have the desire to do what 
is right, but not the ability to carry it out. For I 
do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not 
want is what I keep on doing.  Now if I do what 
I do not want, it is no longer I who do it, but sin 
that dwells within me.  So I find it to be a law 
that when I want to do right, evil lies close at 
hand.  For I delight in the law of God, in my in-
ner being, but I see in my members another 
law waging war against the law of my mind and 
making me captive to the law of sin that dwells 
in my members. Wretched man that I am! Who 
will deliver me from this body of death?  
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

The congregational surveys have gone out and been col-
lected.  The process of assimilating all of the comments 
into some kind of meaningful summary is in the process.  
Since they were in an open-ended, essay type format, just 
reading through them takes time.  Creating the summary 
report is in the hands of the elders and when ready we 
will look for the best way to convey the results to you, 
the congregation. 
 

I’ll leave the summarizing in the hands of the elders and I 
look forward to all of us together working to answer the 
old Lutheran questions—What does this mean?  But in 
the mean time I can tell you that while reading through 
the surveys, I noticed a few areas where I would be negli-
gent in my call as your pastor to not take us back to 
God’s Word for some needed clarity.  The kinds of things 
I’m referring to have to do with what you might call the 
basics—Word and Sacraments.  Whether it was a lot of 
surveys or a few surveys, your survey or someone else’s 
survey that gave me the idea to address the subject does-
n’t really matter.  It’s good for all of us to stay well 
grounded in the “basics.”   
 

The first basic that I’d like to review is forgiveness.  And 
as the chief and most prominent sinner in our midst, let 
me begin with asking for your forgiveness.  There was 
only one man who ever lived who could claim to be with-
out sin, Jesus.  Since I’m not Him I can assure you that 
I’ve sinned against more of you than I may ever know—
as Psalm 19:12 puts it, “Who can discern his errors?”  If I 
have sinned against you or failed you in some way I hope 
that you might feel able to approach me so I can ask for 
your forgiveness.  Whether you feel comfortable coming 
to me, or not, I pray that you will be able to forgive me 
because of the confidence you have in your crucified 
Savior to know that there is no sin He didn’t die for. 
 

Perhaps you are feeling the sting of a sin brought against 
you by a previous pastor or someone else in the congre-
gation.  Matthew 18 tells us how to deal with any of these 
scenarios—the first step is to go to the individual pri-
vately.  But if that’s not possible because the person is 

gone or you just can’t go to him or her, it still doesn’t 
mean that forgiveness isn’t in order.  Peter once asked 
Jesus how many times it was necessary to forgive and 
Jesus taught Him that forgiveness has no limits in 
God’s kingdom (Matt. 18:21-35).   
 

Forgiveness is at the very heart and center of the Chris-
tian Church.  Here’s how St. Paul puts it in 2 Cor. 5:18-
19—“All this is from God, who through Christ recon-
ciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of recon-
ciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the 
world to himself, not counting their trespasses against 
them, and entrusting to us the message of reconcilia-
tion.” 
 

We have been reconciled with God.  The division be-
tween sinful humans and God has been removed 
through Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross.  The healing of 
forgiveness is also what keeps us together as the body 
of Christ.  Divisions created between us because of sin 
can only be healed and reconciled through the ultimate 
and final forgiveness that flows from the Cross. 
 

Forgiveness is the most basic, of all basics for the 
Christian Church and as I write this I’m reminded of a 
football coach who once held up a football before his 
team,  telling them, “this is a football,” to drive home 
his point that as a team they always need to remain 
grounded in the basics.  Let us not fumble the 
“football” by failing to forgive past sins or by neglect-
ing the need for forgiveness in the future as we work 
together.  We are, after all, a group of poor, miserable 
sinners, and without a doubt we will sin against each 
other, again and again.  It is only the forgiveness of 
Christ that keeps us together.  It is the forgiveness of 
Christ that has brought us together in the first place.  
And it is the forgiveness of Christ that we come to-
gether to receive and proclaim. 
 

May that forgiveness continue to permeate all that we 
say and do so that we may remain faithful to the mes-
sage of reconciliation that has been entrusted to us.  
Amen. 
 

Your servant in Christ, 
Pastor Licht 
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GIFTS OF THE HEART 
 

In fervent gratitude for the Savior's dying love 
and His blood-bought gift of redemption we 
dedicate ourselves to Him with all that we are 
and have; and in obedience to His call for work-
ers in the harvest fields, we pledge Him our will-
ing service wherever and whenever He has need 
of us. We consecrate to our Savior our hands to 
work for Him, our feet to go on His errands, our 
voice to sing His praises, our lips to proclaim 
His redeeming love, our silver and our gold to 
extend His Kingdom, our will to do His will, and 
every power of our life to the great task of bring-
ing the lost and the erring into eternal fellowship 
with Him. Amen. 
 

Take time and reread the words above and see what they 
say to you.  These are the words of the LWML (Lutheran 
Women’s Missionary League) pledge.  This organization 
was formed to give women the opportunity to grow in 
their faith and also to reach out to those people around 
them with the love of Christ.  The Lutheran Women’s 
Guild (LWG) at St. Paul is a member of the national 
LWML and recites this same pledge.  We meet monthly 
to learn more about God in our lives and enjoy Christian 
fellowship.    We also gather our offerings (Mites) and 
help support the Mite Mission Projects within our district 
and synod.  Our few coins will help millions of dollars to 
be distributed to mission projects around the world.   
 

    

    

    

Stained Glass Window Stained Glass Window Stained Glass Window Stained Glass Window 

BookBookBookBook    

    

The eighteen stained 
glass windows in our wor-
ship area portray the Life 
of Christ. This booklet 
identifies each window 

with a related scripture reading. An appropriate 
Collect and list of hymns are also shown for 
each window. 
 

This makes an excellent booklet for private or 
family devotions.  The booklets are available 
for a suggested donation of $3.00. 

The LWG at St. Paul has established a tradition of 

raising moneys each fall that will be distributed to 

projects determined by the Guild members.  This 

special money drive is referred to as Gifts of the 

Heart.   Through these gifts of money we can help 

people learn more of Christ’s love in our congrega-

tion, community or in far away lands.  Besides the 

three projects chosen this year, we will also send 

10% of the donations to Mites.   
 

The three chosen projects are:  
Little Lamb Preschool is the long-standing mission sup-
ported by St. Paul to children of our congregation and 
community.  This is one of our favorite projects to sup-
port as we reach out to the children who may not know 
Jesus.  Three- and four-year-olds come to classes in the 
morning to hear about Jesus, to learn how to play to-
gether, and to start to generate those skills they will 
need in kindergarten. This year there is a no tuition re-
quirement for four-year-olds to help us be competitive 
with the no cost preschools offered in the Carroll Com-
munity School District.  This contribution will help off-
set some of the costs for Little Lamb. 
 

Adam Onken and Drew Bayless are sons of St. Paul 
who are currently enrolled at the seminary in St. Louis.  
Adam is in his last year and Drew is in his second year 
of study.  Both young men are excited to be able to 
share their love of God by serving as pastors.  The 
course of study is difficult and also expensive.  We are 
happy to help them with our prayers and monetary sup-
port.  
 

LCMS-Lutheran World Relief reaches out to those peo-
ple in need.  When floods, hurricanes, earthquakes and 
other natural disasters hit around the world LCMS-
Lutheran World Relief reaches out with money and sup-
plies.  They also provide funding for self help projects 
around the world.  They help people start up small busi-
nesses, increase food production, and provide better 
health care.   Any money that we can share with this 
group will be used around the world to help those peo-
ple in need. 
 

We have set a goal of $1500 for Gifts of the Heart.   
Please bring your special offerings to church starting in 
October and we will accept your gifts through Decem-
ber and they can be placed in the Guild Drawer across 
from the office or in the special box in the narthex.  
Please read the pledge again and ask God for guidance 
as to how you can help spread the good 
news of His saving love and give to 
Gifts of the Heart.                                                          
Lutheran Women’s Guild of St. Paul  
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NOTES & NEWS 
 

 

 
 
 

Daylight Savings Time Ends 
Sunday, November 6, 2011 

 

����        ����        ����    
    

Results of Election of Offices for 2012 
held on October 16, 2011: 

 

President: Jay Woodhouse 
Vice-President:  Todd Nelson 
Secretary:  Deb Schmidt 
Treasurer:  Brian Widdel 
Elders:  Mike Janssen 
             Lew Orcutt 
Trustees:  Jeff Hoffman 
Older Adult Ministry:  Jan Hoff 
Evangelism:  Adam Schweers 
Stewardship:  Reese Abbe 
Youth Board:  will continue as 2011        
    

Newly-elected officers will be installed 
during the worship service on 

Sunday, November 20 
 

����        ����        ����    

Looking Ahead to changes in the December Ad-
vent and Christmas schedule: 
 

Four Advent Worship Service Dates 
Nov. 30, Dec. 7, 14, 21 

4:00 & 7:00 p.m. 
 

Christmas Eve, Saturday, December 24 
5:00 p.m. Worship (no Holy Communion) 

10:00 p.m. Candlelight Service 
with Holy Communion 
(Note change of times) 

 

Christmas Day, Sunday, December 25 
10:00 a.m. Worship with Holy Communion 

(No Sunday School or Bible Class) 
 

New Year’s Eve, Saturday, December 31 
5:00 p.m. Worship with Holy Communion 

 

New Year’s Day, Sunday, January 1 
9:00 a.m. Worship with Holy Communion 

(No Sunday School or Bible Class) 

BENEFIT for BRUCE WARNKE 
 

Plans are being organized to hold a Benefit for 
Bruce Warnke who is having medical treatment 
for health issues. Medical bills and travel expenses 
are accumulating. The date of Sunday, December 
4, 4-6 p.m. is being considered. Thrivent is help-
ing with some financial funding. Watch November 
bulletins for further information. 

Thanksgiving Eve 
Worship Services 

 
Wednesday, November 23 

Worship with Holy Communion 
At 4:00 p.m. & 7:00 p.m. 

 
(No Confirmation Classes 

on Nov. 23) 

 

Carroll Circuit Reformation Service 
Sunday, October 30, 2011 

At 
St. John Lutheran Church 

815 E. Division St., Audubon, IA 
7:00 p.m. 

 

2011 Advent Devotions 
from Lutheran Hour Ministries  

 

Explore the hope God gives each of us in Trans-
forming This Christmas, Lutheran Hour Ministries’ 
2011 Advent Devotions. Written by Pastor Wayne 
Palmer, these seasonal devotions put the brightness 
back into this glorious season. We are reminded it’s 
not about our gift-giving. Rather, it’s all about God’s 
Gift-giving: His perfect, sinless Son, born in a man-
ger to save us and give us life eternal.  
 

The devotional is available to read online or hear as 
a podcast and can be received as an email subscrip-
tion throughout Advent. All details can be found at 
www.adventdevotions.net 



 PAGE 4                                                                 ST. PAUL’S EPISTLE                                                                                                                              

 

From Seminary Student Adam Onken ~ 

 
Dear Members of Saint Paul, 
 

Greetings in the name of our coming Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ! The Fall quarter has begun in earnest, and classes are 
well underway. This quarter I have six classes: History of 
the LCMS, Biblical Theology, World Religions, Religious 
Bodies of the US, Acts and the Pauline Epistles, and Law/
Gospel Polarity. That seems like quite the mouthful when I 
put all of them together, however it is a blessing to have 
such a wide variety of courses, and yet still see the courses 
(for example, LCMS History and Religious Bodies) fit 
together as a cohesive whole. Thanks in large part to your 
generous support of my education, I am able to receive the 
blessings of the best preparation our Synod’s scholars can 
provide as I prepare to serve the Church. 
 

We examine the history of our Synod in the History of the 
LCMS, and as a part of the course we will be taking a day 
trip to some of the historic sites located south of St. Louis. 
Biblical Theology is a course that proivdes the opportunity 
to synthesize the different books and sections of Scripture 
into one cohesive whole. In our World Religions course, we 
examine the faith of several of the major world religions and 
how to give light to the Gospel when communicating with 
members of those faiths. The course Religious Bodies of the 
US examines different denominational groups in the United 
States particularly, and draws connections and contrasts 
between groupings of churches. Acts and the Pauline 
Epistles focuses on the narrative of Acts as well as a broad 
reading in the Epistles written by Paul (Surprise!). Finally, 
in the course entitled Law/Gospel Polarity, I have the 
opportunity to sit at the feet of Dale Meyer, former Lutheran 
Hour speaker, and learn the art of preaching from a master 
as we discuss preaching especially the law in our current 
cultural context. After seeing this paragraph, it appears I 
have much to learn! 
 

As I continue steadfast in this busy semester, I will pray for 
you, that Saint Paul’s ministry will grow and increase in 
fruitfulness, and that our congregation will be blessed as it 
does His work in this world. I covet your prayers as well; 
please pray for strength and stamina in this busy quarter, and 
for my ability to absorb all of the instruction provided me. 
God’s blessings to you, and thanks once again for your 
support! 
 

Adam Onken 
801 Seminary Place 
Clayton, MO 63105 

All Saints’ Day 
 

On November 5 & 6, 2011 (All Saints’ Day 
observed) we will remember those who have 
gone before us. 
 

This year in our prayers, we remember those 
who have died in the Lord during the last year: 
 

� Dorothy Main   �   
� Ella Fuchs   � 

� Russ Wunschel   � 
� Edna Wenck   � 
� Amelia Vetter   � 
� Patricia Klindt   � 

 

 

Mission in Mercy Outpost 
225 4th Street (Thomas Plaza) 

Carroll, IA 
Phone: 775-2262 

Daytime/Walk-in Hours of Operation:   
Mon –Thu, 10 am – 1 pm 
 

Scheduled Activities: 
Sundays:            Prayer Service – 1145 am  
Mondays:          AA meeting – 530 pm  
Tuesdays:   
Wednesdays:     Bible Study – 4:30 pm  
                          AA meeting – 530 pm 
Thursdays:         Alanon meeting – 530 pm 
Fridays:             AA meeting (Women)  – 8 am 
Saturdays:          AA meeting – 1030 am  
                          NA meeting – 12 pm 
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RRRReady, Set, Recycle!”eady, Set, Recycle!”eady, Set, Recycle!”eady, Set, Recycle!”    
 

The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 
(LWML) of Iowa will host the 2015 National 
Convention in Des Moines!  You can help our 
Guild earn funds to cover expenses by being a 
part of our “Ready, Set, Recycle” campaign.  
Bring the following recyclable items to church 
and place them in the box in the cloakroom off 
the Narthex or call Barb Brockelsby at 790-
9592: 

•     Empty inkjet printer cartridges 
•     Empty laser printer cartridges 
•     Used cell phones 
•     Laptops, including power cords 
•     Palm Pilots (PDAs) 

Please leave in original boxes if possible or place 
in plastic zip-lock bags.  Thank you for your 
help. 
 
Unacceptable items: Toner tubes/cartridges, EUnacceptable items: Toner tubes/cartridges, EUnacceptable items: Toner tubes/cartridges, EUnacceptable items: Toner tubes/cartridges, Ep-p-p-p-
son printer cartridges, Cannon BCI cartridges, son printer cartridges, Cannon BCI cartridges, son printer cartridges, Cannon BCI cartridges, son printer cartridges, Cannon BCI cartridges, 
Remanufactured cartridges, refilled cartridges Remanufactured cartridges, refilled cartridges Remanufactured cartridges, refilled cartridges Remanufactured cartridges, refilled cartridges 
or new unopened cartridges. Any caor new unopened cartridges. Any caor new unopened cartridges. Any caor new unopened cartridges. Any cartridge that rtridge that rtridge that rtridge that 
DOES NOT have a metal print head is unaDOES NOT have a metal print head is unaDOES NOT have a metal print head is unaDOES NOT have a metal print head is unac-c-c-c-
cepcepcepcepttttable.able.able.able. 

�          �          � 

 

 

Circle Dates—  
 

Lydia:       Tuesday, Nov. 8, 7:00 p.m.  

                   Fellowship Hall, Jan Hoff, hostess;  

                   Laura Schauer, topic  

Rachel:     Wednesday, Nov. 9, 1:30 p.m.,  

                   Fellowship Hall,  Shirley Sunderman,  

                   hostess; Pastor, topic 

Gifts of the Heart donations are being accepted by the 
Guild through December.  The 2011 projects are: Little 

Lamb Preschool; our seminary students, Adam Onken 

and Drew Bayless; and Lutheran World Relief. Our 
goal is $1500. Donations may be placed in the offering 
plate marked for “Gifts of the Heart” or in the Guild 
drawer across from the church office. See the complete 
article on page 2 of this Newsletter for more information. 
Thank you for your generosity. 
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“HUNGER HURTS” 

THANKSGIVING FOOD DRIVE 
                                                                                  

November 19th & 20th     

through 

November 26th & 27th   
 

The annual drive for the Community of Concern 
Food Pantry will be conducted the same way as in 
the past. Please bring your donations the week of 
Thanksgiving (weekend before through the weekend 
after) and put them in the Narthex. Items are deliv-
ered to the Pantry the Monday after Thanksgiving. 
Please, if you can help, do remember the less fortu-
nate in our community.  
 

Thanks to the generosity of the people of Carroll 
County, the Community of Concern provided 4,521 
meals to 1507 people representing 601 families in 
2010.  As of Sept. 30, 2011, we have already served 
564 households. Community of Concern continues to 
provide an important service to the residents of Car-
roll County.  
   
Items in special need of this year include: Food 

Items: peanut butter, soup, cereal, tomato products, 
tuna, pasta, packaged foods such as Hamburger and 
Tuna Helper, Macaroni & Cheese, spice packets for 
chili, tacos, etc., pudding, and canned fruit. Non-food 

Items: laundry soap, bath soap, toilet tissue, and per-
sonal care items. 
 

Cash donations are always needed that we might 
provide dairy and fresh food items in each food order. 
 

Donations of needed items and/or cash may be 
brought to the church the weekends of November 19th 
& 20th through November 26th & 27th.   
 

THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR YOUR KIND 

AND GENEROUS SUPPORT. 
   

Why Go To Church? 
(from the Zion Lutheran, Arcadia, October Newsletter) 

 

   A church go’er wrote a letter to the editor of a news-
paper and complained that it made no sense to go to 
church every Sunday… “I’ve gone for 30 years now,” 
he wrote, “and in all that time I have heard something 
like 203,000 sermons. But for the life of me, I can’t re-
member a single one of them. So, I think I’m wasting 
my time and the pastors are wasting theirs by giving 
sermons at all.” 
   This started a real controversy in the “Letters to the 
Editor” column, much to the delight of the editor. It 
went on for weeks until someone wrote this clincher: 
“I’ve been married for 30 years now. In that time my 
wife has cooked some 32,000 meals. But, for the life of 
me, I cannot recall the entire menu for a single one of 
those meals. But I do know this...They all nourished me 
and gave me the strength I needed to do my work. If my 
wife had not given me these meals, I would be physi-
cally dead today. Likewise, if I had not gone to church 
for nourishment, I would be spiritually dead today!”      
   When you are DOWN to nothing...God is UP to 
something! Faith sees the invisible, believes the incredi-
ble and receives the impossible!  Thank God for our 
physical AND our spiritual nourishment!  All right, now 
that you’re done reading, send it on! I think everyone 
should read this! When Satan is knocking at your door, 
simply say, “Jesus, could you get that for me? Amen!!” 
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From the Parish Nurse ~ 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

The week of November 14th through November 20th, 
2011 is Get Smart About Antibiotics week.  Antibiotic 
resistance has been called one of the world’s most 
pressing public health problems.  The number of bacte-
ria resistant to antibiotics has increased in the last dec-
ade.  Many bacterial infections are becoming resistant 
to the most commonly prescribed antibiotic treatments.  
Every time a person takes antibiotics, sensitive bacteria 
are killed but resistant germs may be left to grow and 
multiply.  Repeated and improper uses of antibiotics are 
primary causes of the increase in drug-resistant bacte-
ria. 
 

Colds, flu, most sore throats, and bronchitis are caused 
by viruses.  Antibiotics don’t fight viruses.  Taking an-
tibiotics when you have a virus may do more harm than 
good.  Taking antibiotics when they are not needed in-
creases the risk of getting an infection later that resists 
antibiotic treatment.   
 

“If you have a cold or flu, antibiotics won’t work for 
you.”   Talk to your healthcare provider about antibiotic 
resistance.  When you are prescribed an antibiotic, take 
it exactly as the doctor tells you.  Complete the pre-
scribed course, even if you are feeling better.  If treat-
ment is stopped too soon, some bacteria may survive 
and re-infect you. 
 

There are some ways to feel better if the illness is 
caused by a virus.  Get plenty of rest, drink plenty of 
fluids, and avoid smoking/second-hand smoke.  Ask 
your health care provider if a cool mist humidifier 
would be helpful. 
 

May God protect our health during this cold weather 
season. 
 

(Information taken from the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention website.) 
 
In His Service, 
Darlene Rueter, RN 
St. Paul Parish Nursing 
                                                                                 

Human Care 
 

Carroll County Human Services provides many programs 
to area residents. One of these is the 
 

FAMILY RESOURCE CENTER 
502 W 7th Street, Carroll       
Phone: 712-792-6440 or 1-800-999-5101 
8:00 a.m.—4:30 p.m. 5 days/week 
Email: jruning@carrollfrc.org or 
        lamowrey@carrollfrc.org 
 

Design & implement services that assist, motivate, care 
and educate families, children & community so families 
can function at their mental, educational and social poten-
tial 
 

Services Provided: 
 

• Crisis Nursery—emergency child care 7 days/week, 
24 hours/day 

• Parent Time Out—short-term child care 
• Child Care Resource & Referral—working toward 

quality child care 
• Child Care Empowerment Project—offers services to 

child care providers 
• Supported Community Living is designed to assist 

the Consumer with the development of daily living 
skills 

• Parent & Family Enrichment (Parenting Class) Fam-
ily Support Services    

 

 
Camp Okoboji 2011  

Schedule 
 

Nov. 10-12—Hunting Retreat 
Nov. 11-12—Fall Women’s  
                             Retreat 
Dec. 2-4—Family Advent-ure 
Dec. 30-Jan. 1—FREEZE 
 

Go to www.campokoboji.org or call 712.337.3325 for 
more information on all of the above events at Camp 
Okoboji, 1531 Edgewood Drive, Milford, IA 

LABELS FOR SCHOOL 
 

The Carroll Community School District wants to thank 
you for your support in collecting  

Campbell Soup labels, Boxtops for Education, Tyson 

labels, and Nestle Water Bottle Labels. 
A box is in the Narthex for the labels. Thank you for 

your support of CCSD. 
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Adoption, Identity, and Kung-Fu Panda 
by Dr. Russell Moore 
 

My shoulders tensed up, as I looked over at my sons, 
eating popcorn in the seats next to me. It’s not that I 
didn’t think there would ever be a film that might un-
earth some awkward and potentially traumatic family 
conversations. It’s just that I didn’t expect it would be 
Kung-Fu Panda Two. 
 

In this animated film, there’s an adoption subplot that 
I wasn’t quite prepared for walking in. It turns out 
(spoiler alert) that the panda protagonist, Po, finds 
out that his goose father isn’t his biological Dad. He 
was found, abandoned, in a turnip crate when he 
was a cub. Po discovers that there was an ancient 
prophecy that the wicked king would be defeated by 
a panda. The king sought to destroy, preemptively, 
all the pandas to ensure that his rival would never 
emerge. 
 

The movie deals intermittently with Po seeking to an-
swer the question, “Who am I?” It’s through finding 
his place in the old prophecy that he discovers his 
identity, and comes to peace with who he is. 
 

I winced, not because the movie addressed adoption, 
but because the old goose seemed to stammer, al-
most with shame, when he “admitted” that his son 
had been adopted. My shoulders relaxed though as 
the movie grappled in what I found to be a helpful 
and basically life-affirming way with what is one of 
the most often disturbing aspects of adoption. 
 

Many (though by no means all) children who were 
adopted eventually ask the kinds of hard questions 
this film raises in the middle of all its fun and silliness. 
One might be haunted with “Who am I?” and “What 
if?” and “Why?” questions. In one sense, we all face 
those questions, regardless of our backgrounds. But, 
for children who’ve been adopted, there’s often a 
special sense of helplessness in the face of them. 
 

If social Darwinism were true, then these questions 
would be bleak. In that world, the question “who are 
you?” is primarily answered by genetic makeup.  If 
you don’t know your full biological background, you 
can never really know who you are. But, as those 
who’ve staked our lives on the empty tomb of Jesus, 
we know that’s not the real world.  If you were 
adopted, there is nothing at all wrong with wanting to 
find out as much about your background as you 
want.  There’s nothing wrong with wanting to meet 
your birth-parents or other biological relatives. That’s 

part of your story. But the word “part” is really im-
portant. 
 

If you know Christ, meditate on the providence of 
God in your personal story. You are who you are, 
and you belong where you are, because you are 
exactly where God intended for you to be, in order 
to become the person you are. Nothing happens to 
you by accident. All things, even mysteriously 
those awful things that God hates, fall somehow 
into a secret cosmic drama in which everything 
works together “according to the counsel of his 
will” (Ephesians 1:11). 
 

No matter how horrible your backstory, you are not 
a freak, and your life is no accident. Yes, genes 
are important. You have the genes God wanted 
you to have. Yes, nurture is significant. You have 
the parents God wanted you to have. It’s the inter-
play between the two that makes you who you are. 
Despite all the reductionisms of our age, we come 
to be the kind of persons we are by a curious com-
bination of genes, upbringing, and free decisions. 
You are not captive to any of these. 
 

And in your case, as in the case of all of us, God 
orchestrated all these factors to form you into the 
kind of person you are, with the kinds of experi-
ences you have. Why? You might not know for 
thousands of years. If you’re in Christ, God is pre-
paring you to rule over the cosmos. He wants you 
to be who you are in Christ and to be ready for this 
reign. This film was an entertaining two hours; and 
it really was entertaining. I would say “two thumbs 
up,” but you might think I was making a joke about 
pandas, thumbs, and intelligent design. But be-
yond all the entertainment, I wondered whether the 
animated pain on the screen in front of us might 
have provoked some real pain in the people I love 
the most.  
 

As we walked out of the theater, I prodded a bit, to 
start whatever conversation needed to be had. 
“What did you think of the movie?,” I asked. “When 
he started throwing those cannon-balls,” my sons 
chirped back, “that was cool.” They don’t seem to 
have any kind of “identity crisis” at this point, but I 
sure do. Every minute of every day, I struggle with 
whether I am who I was on my own terms, what 
the Bible calls “the flesh,” or whether I am who 
God has pronounced me to be in the gospel, a be-
loved child and heir. And, as an animated panda I 
know might say, that’s just awesomeness. 
 

(Moore to the Point, 6/5/11. www.russellmoore.com. Used by permis-
sion.) 

LUTHERANS FOR LIFE 



 

 

                                                                                  

 

LECTORS: (Sunday Only) 
 

Nov. 6         Pastor 

Nov. 13       Joe Eisenbacher 

Nov. 20       Pastor 

Nov. 27       Brian Kuhlmann 
 

GREETERS: 
 

Nov. 5        Sally Sullivan/Lisa Quandt 

Nov. 6         Marv & Shari Toft 
          
Nov. 12       Carolyn Dammann 

Nov. 13       Pearl Kurth 
 

Nov. 19       Reese & Jan Abbe 

Nov. 20       Ryan & Darlene Rueter 
       
Nov. 26       Bonnie Dryden 

Nov. 27       Vicki Grundmeier 
 

 

ELDERS: 
 

To be Determined for November 
 

ACOLYTES 
 

Nov. 6         Gabi Howard 

Nov. 13       Justin Thooft 

Nov. 20       Maddie Schroeder 

Nov. 27       Somer Sinnard 

 
 

SATURDAY USHERS 

(from last year’s list) 

Arlo Buck 

Don Meyer 

John Meyer 

Merlin Schau 
 

SUNDAY USHERS 

(from last year’s list) 

Tracy & Cheri Onken 

JT Miller 
 

 

5-8 GRADE USHERS 

Nov. 6         Alexx Aldag 

Nov. 13       Ashlynn Brant 

Nov. 20       Noah Ehlert 

Nov. 27       Brooke Janssen 

 

 

Worship Assistants for November 
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THE LUTHERAN HOUR 
 

The Lutheran Hour may be heard on Sundays on the following radio 
stations in our area:   
KAYL, 990 AM, Storm Lake,  10 am  
KDSN, 107.1 FM, Denison,  6:30 am        
KDSN, 1530 AM, Denison,  10:30 am 
 

Also available 24 hours/day on the Internet  
@ www.lutheranhour.org    Speaker: Rev. Gregory Seltz 
 

Nov. 6—Behold, Believe!! 
God’s love for us is great, amazing, beyond anything we deserve or can even 
imagine. It’s a love He wants you to know, to receive, and to share. (1 John 
3:1-3) 
 

Nov. 13—Be Encouraged by His Coming! 
Those who trust in Christ await His return with joy, for He comes with life, 
light, forgiveness and hope. He comes to put darkness and sin in their place, 
once and for all. (1 Thessalonians 5:4-9) 
 

Nov. 20—The Power of a Thanksgiving Life 
A “thankful attitude” can bless a nation. Even more, an attitude of thanksgiv-
ing can bless your life! Confident trust in Christ and His Word is the source 
of true thanksgiving. (Luke 17:11-19) 
 

Nov. 27—TBA 
 
 
 

ALTAR GUILD 

Rosemary Beckman, chairperson 

Shirley Sunderman 

Cindy Naberhaus 

Janet Hoffman 

Aimee Janssen 

Shawna Wagner 


